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An Open Letter from the Staff...

The horses oRevelation 6picture the
going forth into the world of certain mighty
spiritual energies or agencies. The fact that
four riders are carried by horses points to
SIMILARITY in their general character, whilg

the fact that the horses themselves DIFFERH i

All

=

color shows that specifically they are NO
alike.
In the prophecy of Zechariah a

r

certain visions in which horses and their ridgrs

are conspicuous. Therefore, we read: “The
turned and raised my eyes and looked,

behold, four chariots were coming...with t
first chariot were red horses, with the seco
chariot BLACK HORSES, with the third
chariot white horses, and with the forth chari
dappled horses -- strong steedZe¢hariah

6:1-3). We need not seek for the interpretatig

of this vision at the present time, but to noje

that these horses and riders represe
AGENCIES that YEHOVAH God sent forth
on a mission throughout the earth.

We have here, as iRevelation § the
number FOUR -- signifying that the whol
world is involved. And again we note th
angel's explanation of the SYMBOL of th
horses: “These are the FOUR SPIRITS
THE HEAVENS, which GO FORTH FROM
STANDING BEFORE THE LORD OF ALL
THE EARTH” (verse 5.
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The Black Horse of Revelation 6

In the introduction to a booklet entitleaf the apostles until now. The Good News of the
The Black Horse: Famine-- published in 1976Kingdom of YEHOVAH God has DIVIDED
by the Worldwide Church of God -- we find théamilies into hostile camps, breaking the very
following statement: closest ties of nature....It is safe to say that all
“In the book of Revelation we find aother causes of dispute PUT TOGETHER have
disturbing vision of four fearsome horsemerot contributed nearly so much to hostility be-
(Rev. 6:1-8). Each of these horsemen is a symbwéen human beings as the single cause of
of the four major punishments to be inflicteckligious difference regarding the Good News of
upon a rebellious mankind -- probably in ththe Kingdom of YEHOVAH God. How amaz-
not-too-distant future! Each represents the finedgly true were those few words of the Messiah
end-time culmination of the major crises with ‘I did not come to bring peace but a sword!”
which the world has been confronted for cen- YEHOVAH's truth -- transmitted to
turies -- false religion, wafamineand diseasemankind by the Messiah -- has indeed brought
epidemics.” conflict, persecutions, imprisonments, tortures,
Later, on page 48 of the booklet, we findnd where there was resistance (as between
added -- Protestants and Catholics in France and else-
“...He [the Messiah] gave the apostehere) civil wars.
John the prophecies concerning the Four Horse-  So, with this in mind, does the idea that
men of the Apocalypse in the sixth chapter of thige black horse represents famine hold any more
book of Revelation. Again the same basicater than the first two horsemen in the
sequence of events is described. Following terldwide Church of God theology?
white horse representing false Christs and the  Let's take a look at some more notions
red horse of war comes thelack horse of concerningthe black horse:

famine ‘And | beheld, and lo a black horse; In Howard B. Rand’'sStudy in Reve-
and he that sat on him had a pair of balanceslation we read:
in his hand. And | heard a voice in the midst “The black horse represents despair or

of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat forcalamity overshadowing the empire whose
a penny, and three measures of barley for astrength rests inits army. The scale in the hand of
penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the the rider indicates that the emperor is to weigh,
wine’ (Rev. 6:5-6, KJV).” balance or decide great issues; while the
We have already shown in Lesson 34 th&tference to a measure of wheat and three
the white horse does NOT represent falseasures of barley symbolizes the curtailmentin
religion but the going forth of the Good News afome essential need, but the things represented
the Kingdom of YEHOVAH God into the worldby the oil and the wine are not to be harmed.
as a witness. In the Bible the color white always “The period covered by the activity of
represents PURITY and TRUTH. this rider of the black horse is from the time of
Similarly, we showed, in Lesson 36, th&onstantine to the beginning of the great
the red horse represents antagonism, conflict &adbarian invasions of the Roman Empire.
deadly strife that ALWAYS follows closelyDuring the years covered by the second seal the
upon the heels of the white horse! We stated thiéality of the Empire had been sapped by the
“Various kinds of ‘wars and fightings’ followeddestruction of life and property and in the
the message of the Kingdom of YEHOVAH Godonfiscatory taxes and heavy tributes laid upon
everywhere, and have followed it from the dajyts citizens, bringing the people to a state of

The Black Horse of Revelation 6



4 Hope of Israel Ministries BIBLE Correspondence Course Lesson 39

despair” (Destiny Publishers, 1985, p. 41).
Moving now to a publication put out by
the Jehovah’s Witnesses, we find the following
to be the same miscon- ception followed by the
Worldwide Church of God --
“The horseman that John now saw was
on a black horse. He followed the second
horseman to whom it was granted to take away
peace from the earth by the ‘great sword’ of
world war.
“Famine is a common aftermath of war.
Repeatedly God's prophetic Word combines
famine and war with its sieges of cities, its
destruction of growing crops, its converting of
implements of peaceful agriculture into
unproductive weapons of war, its greedyhe Jehovah.s Witnesses and others believe
appropriation of abandoned crops by invaditigat the Black Horse represents modern-day
armies. famine. Pictured is famine in Africa.
“....Yet, how do we know that the third
horseman, the one on the black horse, represg@iéstamine or food shortage, but also the well-
famine, food shortage? Well, look at what he hgsdo people. This was suggested by the com-
in his hand, a pair of scales! And listen to thfiand coming from amidst the four living crea-
comment made on this that seemed to come fagtfes: ‘And do not harm the olive oil and the
from all four living creatures and that showegfine.’ This might sound like a command to
agreement among them, namely, ‘a quart gbtect the luxuries of the rich people and
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of bart@¥criminate in favor of them because they had
for a denarius’! Those were reallyfamine price@}e money with which to buy’ even at h|gh
for in the apostle John’s day a Roman denarisgces. But the command from the living crea-
was the day’s wage for a worker who toiled f@fires appears to be a control proclamation. It
twelve hours. (Matthew 20:1-12) So the faminfieant that the famine victims should not draw
price meant a whole day’s wage for enougho heavily at a time on the available olive oil
wheat to sustain just one man a day, with Bdd wine, because the supplies of these also
more for any dependents of his. Barley, a lagguld be limited.
substantial food of the poor people, sold cheaper,  “By drawing too heavily upon them at
but still at a price that compared with that of thfie start of the famine, the quantity of olive oil
wheat. -- 2Kings 7:16, 17. and wine would be ‘harmed,’ not leaving enough
“Not only were measures of staplfyrfuture needs before the famine was over. The
foodstuffs to be high, but, because of the foggfect was that even the people with the money
shortage, the foodstuffs were to be weighed oybuld be limited as to the amount of olive oil
rationed, to allow for equal distribution and tgnd wine they could enjoy at a time. So the
prevent over consumption of available fogeimine would affect all people without regard
supplies. for class distinction, social standing or financial
“Necessarily the “pair of scales’ of thgneans” Then Is Finished the Mystery of Gad
third horseman on the black horse had to be ugggtchtower Bible & Tract Society of New
to control the consumption of food stocks, if any.ork, Inc. 1969, pp. 52-54).

“Not only were the poor to be affected by This publication then goes on to place

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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the time frame right after World War 1.
One thing is for sure -- they have
certainly gleaned a lot of circumstantial
information out of the few words of
Revelation 6:5-6!!
Notice, now, what Marshall W.
Best says in his bookThrough the
Prophet’s Eye
“The third rider of Revelation 6:
5,6, brings about shortages of food. This
probably is limited to the area immediate-
ly affected by the war itself....Wheat and
other basics of life will be expensive, but
oil and wine, among other goods, will
become very precious and scarce. TB6me misinformed people believe the Black Horse
phrase ‘do not damage the oil and thépresents the black-uniformed SS troops of Nazi
wine’ is an expression similar to thatermany. Pictured is a black SS Cap.
which we see in stores that have fragile

crystal glasses and fine china for sale. The From the Internet we get this unique
merchant may be wincing as we pick it up fanterpretation --
fear of our damaging it. It is like saying ‘Oh, “As you saw from the previous short

please, please be careful. If you are not goinghigtory, the SS Schutzstaffel literally translates
seriously consider buying it, please don’t tou¢Black Shirts”. We saw how the SA Storm
it.” The third seal illustrates that war will creat®etachments were taken over and subdued by
shortages of food” (WinePress Publishing, 20@Be SS, securing the position of the black-

p. 405). uniformed officers as Hitler’s elite army. It was
This is certainly a novel approach to thiear of the SS that allowed Hitler to exert
verses under question! tremendous dictatorial powers over the rest of

After stating that the color black “is ahe German military, and the whole country for
symbol of darkness and despair’ and that ttieat matter. Finally, it was the SS who were
“scales and high prices and instructions notutiimately put in charge of the extermination
waste suggest need for care because camps where 6 million Jews and thousands of
shortages” Fred P. Miller goes on to say that tbthers were starved, gassed and incinerated.
black horse represents hard times. “It would be “The black cap worn by SS Officers
difficult not to predict hard times followingappears at right [picture of black SS cap].
ninety years of civil war [180-270 A.D.]. This “The prophetic connection between the
and the next symbol actually overlap the time Bfack Horse of Revelation 6:5 and the black
the Red Horse and continues on. Thus in Barnedgformed SS troops of Nazi Germany is in-
and Noble for this overlapping period: escapable” (http://members.aol.com/firetruth/

“Lacking money the government paidBlackHorse.htm)
soldiers in land, and received taxes in grain...the In a similar vein William F. Dankenbring
army through force put incompetent rulers of Triumph Prophetic Ministries makes this
power...Wasteful methods of villa farming led tassertion:

decreased productivenessRévelation: A Pan- “The third horseman prophesied to ride
orama of the Gospel AgeMoellerhaus Booksforth in Revelation 6 is the ‘black horse. This
1993, pp. 61 and 67). world power is associated with the ‘north

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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and rank speculation of all these
commentaries we would like to add this
grotesque mental meandering!

“The '‘BLACK HORSE’ of these
verses in Revelation, is understood by
many to be representative of world-wide
famine from crop failures, war, man
made disturbances of the earth, poor
weather conditions, and a multiple pop-
ulation explosion. While these factors
are true, and the discerning people
amongst us write about them, biblical
students however have not perceived
that the “BLACK HORSE" is pertaining
to some of the largest populations on
earth, that of the black and coloured
races of peoples of the earth.

country’ -- that is, to the NORTH of Jerusalem “The first horse of ‘WHITE’
(see Zechariah 6:6). In ancient times it referréglouring spread its power conquering through-
to Assyria - the very peoples who later migraté’d‘t all nations of the earth. Itwent ‘OUT’ abroad
into modern Germany and Austria! Therefore, fIONQUERING.

today’s world, the ‘black horse’ refersto modern ~ “The second horse of '‘RED’ dealt
GERMANY at the head of an end-time worlg@inly with the ‘power’ of the ‘WHITE' races
empire composed of TEN nations (Rev.17:18inging times of blood to all men, in the path of
symbolized by the ‘ten toes’ on the image of tfBat Great Killing Svyord. The third horse. of
world kingdoms in Daniel 2:40-43. ‘BLACK’ now deals with the other great section

“Recent news headlines show that ev8h humanity, whose skins of races seemed
today Germany is beginning to walk with gurned or scorched black or brown with the sun.

Some so-called prophets claim that the Black Horse
represents modern Germany!

stronger strut and a greater
swagger in world affairs.Some people at the fringe of rational thinking believe that the Black
Despite strong British andHorse represents the black or Negroid race!
American pressure, Germany
was the first western nation to
recognize the independence of
Slovenia and Croatia, two
states associated with Nazi
Germany in World War |,
which were part of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire and
allied with Germany in World
War I” (The “Times of Ja-
cob’s Trouble” Have Begun).
What confusion and
pure speculation!
To add to the confusion

The Black Horse of Revelation 6



Lesson 39 Hope of Israel Ministries BIBLE Correspondence Course 7

Black is a colour that seems destitute of light as a 1. What are the Biblical symbols of fa-
rule, yet! It is not, one can see shapes and colmine? Genesis 41:1-7
in a clouded fashion. It is the opposite colour to COMMENT: No proof has been given
the WHITE HORSE, with the black pigment, ahat the prices quoted in the scripture are
the hue produced within the skin and is of theamine prices.” Also, it is not easy to see what
Negroid line. the command not to hurt the oil and the wine has
“The ‘HE’ that sits on this ‘BLACK to do with famine. That command does NOT fit
HORSE' is a representative of the black natiomgo the picture of famine at all!

of man himself, who only now holds the ‘power’ 2. Notice whatRevelation 6:7-8says.
to execute this ride against his own peoples COMMENT: It should also be noted
within the world. that to the rider on the pale horse (the fourth seal)

“Secular history has already told us gfower is given to kill “WITH HUNGER.” This
the ‘power’ of the white races to seek empiresiim itself shows that the black horse rider must
Africa, India, Asia, etc; over the centuries. Aftemymbolize something OTHER than famine --
the ‘RED HORSE’ went out to the world irotherwise the fourth seal would be a repetition of
World Wars | and IlI, the black and colourethe third.
nations then sought their own independence  What we have here in the third seal is
from the ‘white powers’ of nations. As eacBOMETHING IN DIRECT CONTRAST TO
black and coloured nation broke loose frofHE FIRST. The opposite to white is black.
white dominance, so the ‘BLACK HORSE' toolSince the Bible clearly shows that the color
upon its back, black leader after coloured leadehite represents PURITY and TRUTH, and that
Until, he held aloft for himself the ‘BALANCESthe white horse and rider represents the going
of influence and hunger!” (http://www.geoforth of the Good News of the Kingdom of
cities.com/biblicalsecrets2002/revelation6.htnYEHOVAH God into the world, the black horse

wow! must represent the OPPOSITE -- the GOING

Instead of stumbling around in the datkORTH OF A FALSE GOSPEL, a gospel of
and banging our heads against the walls, lefarkness and deceit!
examine this horse and rider more closely. Let Writes Philip Mauro --

us, once again, determine -- using the BIBLE “That we have here something directly in
(not men’s imaginations) as a guide -- tle®ntrast with the gospel itself, is clear; for black
TRUTH behind this important seal. is just the OPPOSITE of white. Furthermore, the
gospel freely GIVES the bread of life, while here
Lesson 39 is something that SELLS the prime necessities,

both for rich and poor, at fixed prices. The
In all the commentaries we have read gospel brings blessing for all; but here is
this vision (including the ones above) th@mething thatwould ‘hurt’ the oil and the wine,
authors CLEARLY show that they are gropini§ not restrained by divine commandTkings
blindly around for the meaning of the symbol8Vhich Soon Must Come to PassEmissary
While it is commonly assumed that this visioRublications, p. 213).
represents FAMINE, and the prices quoted for

the wheat and the barley are supposed to support The Balances of Deceit
that idea because it is said that these are “famine
prices,” where in the Bible is there anything to 1. To get a clear understanding of this

indicate that a man, going forth with a pair gfart of the vision we need to go to the Book of
balances and crying the sale of wheat and barfrpverbs -- noticeProverbs 21:2
at any prices, is a symbol of famine? 2. The concept of “weighing” is also

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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found inProverbs 16:2andlsaiah 26:7. 5.Togetaclear understanding of Israel's
3. What is “weighing” associated with irpart in this vision, we need to go to the Book of
Job 31:6? Hosea -- noticeHosea 8:8
4. In Daniel 5:27 was Belshazzar's COMMENT: Here we have a clear
integrity found wanting? prophecy of the characteristics of apostate Israel
COMMENT: In these instances the us#uring the time the gospel was going out to the
of a BALANCE has absolutely nothing to devorld. As a nation it was to be “swallowed up”
with famine! among the Gentiles.
The concept of “weighing the heart” was 6. Continuing inHoseg read9:17.
an integral part of ancient Egyptian theology and COMMENT: As individuals the apos-
was the second part of the judgment procetse Israelites were to be “wanderers among the
According to Egyptian belief the heart, whichations.”
was the only organ left in the body after death 7. What was Jacob (the Israelites) to
and embalmment, contained a record of all thecome™osea 12:7
COMMENT: This verse
says they would ADDICT
THEMSELVES TO THE
DECEITFUL MERCHAN-
DISING OF THE GOSPEL!
The passage last quoted
above matches the symbol of
the black horse rider so per-
fectly that we cannot doubt
that the former is given us to
UNLOCK the meaning of
the latter. The color black
symbolizes that which is
HIDDEN (DECEIT), as
Egyptian painting showing the “Weighing of the Heart” on a balance. white fitly represents that
% which is TRUTHFUL and
against the feather of the goddess Ma’at. ] el;’)il:érﬁn%_t&e I\tjlaElgrESCSZIEI g}l Sﬂlgglyosl? 0.|\.A|I_InEto

The feather was the symbol for TRUT | « " :
and JUSTICE, and helped determine Whethllég,jhpeli!'bf-r-?gU-T-aagndvvjisstit?wer than the

the person had indeed led a virtuous life. The - - .
heart was placed on one side of a BALANCIE infll:'eenr; ttzghlsa?)nr:;tﬂ?r?dg;ia};n(();lg&_m
and in the other side was placed the FeatherP(AfRED WITH THE GOSPEL ITSELF, though
Truth. The three great gods, Osiris, Anubis agl 5ppogITE character - a thing’that has
Thoth, Ofleﬁ'dﬁd the resm;lt ofghe vt\;elg?]hlng.. h followed the course of the gospel everywhere,
the felatth(Sr e;stlrt V"\‘:Zi (}:g tt% ?An’?r%ltertth@ven as the black horse is shown following the
’ » Nhite horse! It is a force that has POWER-

Devourer,” and the soul was cast into darknegg, | v afected the very character of Christian
and re-absorbed back into Nature. If the .. .o

SCALES were balanced, the person had passe While the rider of the white horse

o . E)qmbolizes the going forth of the TRUE gospel
welcomed him into the afterlife. under the power of YEHOVAH's spirit, the rider

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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of the black horse symbolizes the going forth déath, a certain impostor named Theudas
a FALSE gospel under Satan’s spirit -- a FALSkersuaded a multitude to follow him to the river
gospel going forth with “the balances of deceifordan which he claimed would divide for their
-- a DECEITFUL gospel that has ensnarg@adssage. At the time of Felix (who is mentioned
millions! If the white horse and its rider repren the Book of Acts), the country of Judea was
sents the going forth of the TRUE gospel, tifided with impostors who Felix put to death
BLACK HORSE (which is the very opposite oEVERY DAY -- a statement that indicates there
white) must represent the going forth of \aere many of them! An Egyptian who
FALSE gospel -- a gospel of darkness and dedfpretended to be a prophet” gathered 30,000
The history of the past twenty centuries fullijen, claiming he would show “how, at his
confirms this conclusion. command, the walls of Jerusalem would fall
8.Did the Messiah warn about deceivedown.”
who would come preaching a gospel of deceit? Origen mentions a certain wonder-
Matthew 24:4-5. worker, Dositheus, who claimed he was the
COMMENT: Into the Hellenized envi-Messiah foretold by Moses. Another deceiver in
ronment of first-century Judea came Yeshua these days was Barchochebas who claimed to
Messiah of Nazareth, preaching the Good Newanmit flames. Bar-jesus, mentioned iActs
of the Kingdom of YEHOVAH God. The mainl3:6, was a sorcerer and false prophet. These are
thrust of his message had to do with a@xamples of the deceivers of whom history says
EARTHLY KINGDOM -- NOT an escape to thehere were “a great number,” and of whom the
nether reaches of spiritual Nirvanaland! Insteltessiah had prophesied there would be “many.”
of speaking in vague dialectic and dualistic 11. Another deceiver was SIMON, the
concepts, he taught simple, direct principles sircerer, who led people to believe he was the
ETHICS and MORALS. He was continually agreat power of YEHOVAH GodActs 8:9-25
loggerheads with the religious establishment in COMMENT: According to Irenaeus,
Palestine, took a DIM VIEW of their burdenthis Simon claimed to be the Son of YEHOVAH
some, MAN-MADE traditions, and was noGod and creator of angels. Justin tells us how he
afraid to CASTIGATE them for their religiousvent to ROME and was acclaimed as a god by
hypocrisy -- seeMatthew 23 andLuke 18:10- his magical powers. This was the REAL “Peter”

14. the Catholics claim was the first pope.
9. Did mark also mention thisMark 12. The apostle Paul mentions that the

13:5-6. black horse was beginning to ride in his day --
10.What about Luke -- does he mentiomoticell Thessalonians 2:7

it too?Luke 21:8. 13.Go, now, tdl Thessalonians 2:3-4
COMMENT: All three accounts warn 14. What does Paul say itl Thessa-

about deceivers with a gospel of deceit, donians 2:9-12
Luke’s account explains WHEN these things COMMENT: This came to pass when
would happen. This was not something thidie Roman Empire collapsed and the Roman
would take place hundreds or thousands of ye@egtholic Church rose to power in its vacuum.
later! Yeshua was warning his disciples about 15.What does Paul say will happen after
something that was about to happen IN THEH®s death?Acts 20:29-30
TIME! COMMENT: The church historian,
Did “many” deceivers deceive “many’Mosheim, admits that “Christian churches had
people in those days with a message of darkngsarcely been organized when MEN ROSE UP,
and death? Yes! According to the historiamho, not being contented with the simplicity and
Josephus, twelve years after the MessiaRYRITY of that religion which the Apostles

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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slanders of enemies!

The historian Gibbon Qecline
and Fall of the Roman Empirg
candidly states: “The scanty materials
of ecclesiastical history seldom enable
us to dispel the cloud that hangs over
the first age of the church.”

For nearly a century Church his-
tory is blank! Jesse Lyman Hurlbut
(The Story of the Christian Church
calls this period, just after Acts, the
“Age of Shadows.”

16. Then, inl Timothy 4:1-3,
what do we read?

COMMENT: Hurlbut continues

Vatican City -- the headquarters of the great FALSE by saying, “...of all the periods in the
religious system pictured by the Black Horse. church’s history, it is the one about
which we know the least...For fifty
taught, attempted innovations, and fashioned years after St. Paul’s life ACURTAIN
religion ACCORDING TO THEIR OWNHANGS OVER THE CHURCH, THROUGH
LIKING.” WHICH WE STRIVE VAINLY TO LOOK; and
There were conspirators! Men masquexhen at last it rises about 120 A.D. with the
ading as YEHOVAH’s ministers -- but whavritings of the earliest CHURCH FATHERS,
were wolves in sheep’s clothing! we find A CHURCH in many respects VERY
Since the new inventions and ideas BAIFFERENT from that in the days of St. Peter
these clever men required PROOF -- not to aed St. Paul.”
found in the writings of the apostles -- “recourse Was this -- when the curtain arose --
was had to falsehoods and impositions...Wheally the same Ecclesia?
asked where they had learned what they so con-  Absolutely NOT!
fidently taught, some produced FICTITIOUS The True Ecclesia of YEHOVAH God
BOOKS under the names of Abraham, Zorolad faded from view! ANOTHER church was on
ster, and Christ, of his Apostles; some pretendsege!
to have derived their principles from a secret 17. The apostle Peter also mentions the
doctrine taught by Christ.” beginning of the black horse’s ridél. Peter
Had the True Ecclesia gone wrong? Qrl-3.
was this ANOTHER, a DIFFERENT and COMMENT: As the early apostles
FALSE church, that was being founded by m@assed from the scene, the VISIBLE church
who were tools of Satan the Devil? began to accommodate itself to many of the
A telltale clue is found in the completdiellenistic philosophies and doctrines then in
absence of historical connecting links. A greabgue in the Roman world. Some felt such a
yawning gap -- an unbridgeable chasm -- liesaneuver was essential for the future survival of
between the APOSTOLIC Ecclesia the Messi@lnristianity.
founded and the earliest beginnings of today’s So the process of Hellenization began in
professing Christian churches. Nearly all t&arnest. VISIBLE Christianity took on a com-
writings of the Ecclesia in the years after 70 A.pletely DIFFERENT form as pagan Greek
have perished. Only prophecy remains -- and #lements flooded into the visible church.

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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seen....until they were made plain to us Chris-
tians by our Great Teacher...” (Shiep. Cit, p.
3).

Compromise and Defeat

VISIBLE Christianity was well on the
way to becoming just another version of a
modern, updated Oriental mystery religion.
Elaborate ceremonies were instituted, an
intellectual priestly caste began to assert itself,
and esoteric doctrines were kept back from the
multitudes. Many of the major tenets of
competing PAGAN religions readily found a
SAFE HAVEN within the walls of a changing
Christianity.

PAGAN divinities were transformed
into “Christian” saints, martyrs and angels. The
cult of the Oriental mother goddess was
revitalized in the veneration of the Virgin Mary.
And PAGAN temples were often transformed
into “Christian” houses of worship.

Hellenistic DUALISM centered around
the concept of an immortal soul; and an euvil,
corrupt material creation loomed large in
post-apostolic thinking. Augustine and Thomas
Aquinas also drew deeply from these same

The HEAVY influence of Greek philo_philosophical wells in their writingsthe City of

sophical concepts on Christianity was appar&qdandSumma Theologica
from the writings of the post-apostolic fathers.
Origen, for example, even urged that Hellenistic
philosophy be used as a BASIC PRIMER for . .
Christianity: “I am therefore very desirous that Long before Augustine and Aquinas got

nd to writing their weighty tomes, the
you should ACCEPT such parts even of Greglune 7 .
philosophy as may serve for the ordina tablished Christian church had LOST

elementary instruction of our schools, and b gatever little resemblance it had borne to the

: : Sy .~ early Ecclesia of Paul and the apostles. The
E}ngr?égr:egaé%'o” for Christianity Rhilocalia Sermon on the Mount had given way to the

Clement of Alexandria echoed theggicene Creed, Christian communities period-

: . ou : lly became more agitated over tortuous and
sentiments: “The philosophy of the Greel@a . :
partial and particular though it is, contains t vc(;lved gog:maslon tlr(];\:%eéllt_:'g OftrT EHC.)V'AIH
basic elements of that genuine and perf h_an fatrr?e?\//l b f N € S'trr?p_ﬁ:
knowledge which is higher than human, which achings of the viessian from Nazareth. 1he

- - ssianic HOPE of a world under the rule of
engaged upon purely intellectual objects, e :
upon those spiritual objects which eye has ng HOVAH God and the Messiah had been

ABANDONED in favor of a gospel of other-

The pagan mother goddess became known as
the Virgin Mary.

A Remarkable Transformation

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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worldly escape.

So, in effect, the established Christian
churches adopted a TOTALLY DIFFERENT
posture from the one intended by the Messiah.
The long-term effects are still WITH US TO
THIS DAY. And the implications for society
have been TRAGIC -- to say the least!

As G.K. Chesterton said, “Christianity
has not failed -- IT HAS NEVER BEEN
TRIED.” This is true except for a small minority
of called-out ones who have clung to the original
message of the Good News of the soon-com
Kingdom .Of YEHOV.AH God On. t“hls ear.th'. oing forth of the Good News of the Kingdom of

Writes Frederick C. Grant: “And this i :

EHOVAH God into the world.
the tragedy, that a gospel meant for the

HEALING of the nations accepted a lesser ralgypy goq's testimony on this earth through His
and became only ONE MORE of ‘the world'§g\ e, churches (s&evelation 2:1-3:23. This

great religions,” leaving Hatred, War, Greeflyt of zechariah closely parallels the visions
Hunger, and Misery still the permanent rulers 95, had at Patmos.

mankind” Roman Hellenism and the New 2. Turning from the contemplation of the

Testamentp. 171). olden candlestick, Zechariah saw a flying roll
From Paul’'s day to the present, the bla%gr scroll). Zechariah 5:1-4

horse has followed right behind the white and COMMENT: The angel that talked with

red horses, seemingly to overwhelm and HIDE, o ariah said that this scroll was “the CURSE
from the world the .true gospel message thg t goeth forth over the face of the whole earth.”
Yeshua and the disciples brought to a darkerRgfs shows that out of Judea was to come not
civilization. _ only “the BLESSING of Abraham” (the TRUE
Look around you today -- instead of ong,gney through those who were of “the faith of
PURE, unadulterated worship of YEHOVARj,aham " but also “the curse” (the FALSE gos-
God you find dozens, even hundreds, Cgél) through those who rejected YEHOVAH's

diff_eri.ng and bickering “Christign” Sects, eac)th and refused to submit to His righteousness
claiming to have the “truth.” Logic demands thak ; mans 10:3.

only ONE can have the truth and that one, 3. Then Zechariah was commanded to

wherever it may be, is the result of the work g up his eyes, and upon doing so he saw an
the WHITE HORSE AND ITS RIDER, while allepyaH. Zecha’riah 5:5.7

the others are a result of the ride of the BLACK COMMENT:
HORSE across the centuries. The prophecyyof
Hosea and the vision of John have been fulfille

LH% White Horse of Revelation 6:2 represents the

In the English version of
Old Testament issued by the Jewish Pub-
ation Society of America the word “ephah” is

) rendered “MEASURE” -- ("This is the MEAS-
The Ephah of Zechariah URE that goeth forth”), which brings the vision
_ ) still closer to that of John, who heard a voice in
Powerful corroboration of this underfhe midst of the four cherubim say, “A
standing of the rider of the black horse is fouNge ASURE of wheat for a penny, and three
in the visions of Zechariah. MEASURES of barley for a penny.”

1. Notice Zechariah 4:1-14 Of the ephah (a measure that was
COMMENT: Thisis afigure of YEHO-

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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covered with a circular lid of lead) the angel saiByoverbs 4:14-17

“This is THEIR resemblance through all the 2. Proverbs 20:17can apply equally as
earth.” Here is a KEY to understanding thisell to the gospel.

subject. For the ephah, or CORN MEASURE, 3. Doeslsaiah 55:2 show that YEHO-
has almost the SAME identical significance &AH’s spiritual provisions are far more impor-
the BALANCE (SCALES) in the hand of thé¢ant than material things?

rider of the black horse. And the words “this is COMMENT: The phrase “whatis NOT
their resemblance through the earth” prophdsgad” refers to FALSE religion, and the phrase
the very same thing concerning Israel as tteat whatis good” refers to TRUE religion.

words of Hosea, “He is a merchant” of 4. Notice, nowEzekiel 4:16

YEHOVAH's TRUTH. COMMENT: To eat “bread by weight”
4. Notice what the angel next said tand to “drink water by measure” is to be in an

Zechariah. 5:8. evil state. It means that YEHOVAH's TRUTH

COMMENT: The woman sitting in thehas been completely COMMERCIALIZED and
midst of the ephah is the SYMBOL of a churctBORRUPTED, and is MEASURED out to the
or congregation in the Bible. The angel qualifigeople by some great religious authority that
this by saying, “This is wickedness.” Clearhffeeds them what it thinks they should have --
then, what we are seeing here is a FALSEth NO REGARD for the truth. The words that
CHURCH.

5. What followed nextZechariah 5:9.  \yheat and barley -- the basis of rich man’s bread

COMMENT: In this verse there cam@nq poor man's bread. “Bread by weight’
out two women having the wings of a stork. Th@yratively represents a false and corrupted
wind filled their wings and they carried forth thgogpel.
ephah.

6. What did Zechariah then ask?

Zechariah 5:10-11

COMMENT: Shinar is, of course, the
mystical city of Babylon irRevelation 18 “that
great city” in which the ultimate development of
FALSE RELIGION is seen -- and which is to be
overthrown by Yeshua the Messiah and YEHO-

VAH God at their coming.

So this FALSE church or religion is
transported, in the vision, to Babylon. However,
it is not placed on YEHOVAH’s enduring
foundation of TRUTH but is, as the angel said,

“upon HER OWN base” of FALSEHOOD and
DECEIT. As a result, its overthrow will be
complete in the day when the word shall go
forth, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen,” and heaven
will ring with the praise of the angels.

“Bread By Weight”

1. In the Bible the term “bread” can
figuratively be both GOOD and BAD. Notice

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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characterize the mission of the BLACK horse The Oil and the Wine
and rider mention specifically the BREAD of the
rich -- “wheat” -- and the BREAD of the poor -- 1. The voice that issued forth from the

“barley” -- therefore declaring, in figurativemidst of the cherubim, was a voice of not merely
language, that the very bread of life (THE TRURrophecy but also of AUTHORITY. It added
GOSPEL) of every individual was to be undéhis prohibition. Revelation 6:6 last part.
the control of this system. This has CLEARLY COMMENT: In the Bible oil is a
come to pass in the actions of the Romapmbol of YEHOVAH’'s HOLY SPIRIT, and
Catholic Church and her apostate daughtbes been the FORCE behind the ride of the white
down through the centuries. The amount of trutlbrse oRevelation 6:2
to be fed the masses was determined by the 2. Notice Hebrews 1:8 and 9
upper echelons of that church, which COMMENT: The phrase “oil of glad-
CORRUPTED and PERVERTED the gospekss”is a clear indication of the holy spirit which
message for its own ends. the Messiah had more of than his “companions.”
For those with a mind to see, it is those 3. Wine, in the Bible, is also one of the
who are able to place an inflexible price on thgfts included among YEHOVAH's blessings to
TRUE gospel who are really the MASTERS ahankind. Noticd Kings 4:25, 1l Kings 18:31
the people’s lives or “souls.” We can plainly seandZechariah 3:10
as a result of the above facts, that the SYSTEM 4.Wineis alsoincluded in the restoration
described irRevelation 18-- under the symbolblessings promised by YEHOVAH during the
of a great COMMERCIAL and PAGAN city --Millennium. Notice Joel 3:18 Amos 9:13-14
is the outcome of the mission of the BLAClandZechariah 9:17.
horse and its rider, and has reached full COMMENT: What we learn from the
developmentin our day. ride of the black horse is that the power for harm
This COMPLETE DOMINANCE of allowed to the rider was RESTRICTED -- even
“Christian” civilization has come about sas YEHOVAH God set strict LIMITS to Satan’s
quietly, and so gradually, that only a fewower to harm JobJob 1:12 The rider of the
wide-awake people have realized what has bétsck horse was NOT permitted -- at any time
going on. And their voices, when they attemptedring his ride -- to “hurt the oil [holy spirit] and
to raise a WARNING, were quickly stifled othe wine [YEHOVAH’s blessings].” In other
drowned out. words, the power of YEHOVAH's spirit in
The ministry of YEHOVAH’s Word hasdisseminating the TRUE gospel could NOT be
been COMMERCIALIZED by men professingpindered in any way by the ride of the black
to be Yeshua’s ministers and ambassadors irhanse.
evil and hostile world who, in reality, are Nor, even, could YEHOVAH’s ultimate
nothing more than MOUTH-PIECES of thBLESSINGS on those He called to His service
world, preaching a “gospel” that is thoroughlye affected by the black horse rider. This
conformed to the world. Not only have thegssurance should bring great comfort to those
made PROFIT from YEHOVAH's Word, butwho are TRULY the people of YEHOVAH God.
they have ADULTERATED the bread of life -1t clearly tells them that even in the days of
making it both unpalatable and unwholesonsgpiritual dearth -- when the giving forth of the
Such a state of affairs has come into existerBREAD OF LIFE (the gospel, the Good News of
throughout the “Christian” world -- and has nowhe Kingdom of YEHOVAH God) was to be by
developed into FULL maturity. measure and by price -- the “oil” of YEHO-
VAH'’s spirit and the “wine” of His blessings
were not to be injured, and that today His people

The Black Horse of Revelation 6
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can always
have a heart
gladdened
by the wine
of YEHO-
VAH, and a
face shining
with the oil
of YEHO-
VAH.
5.Thereis
another pas-
sage from
the Old Tes-
tament in
which  the
four sym-
bols -- the
WHEAT

In the Bible oil is the symbol of
YEHOVAH's holy spirit.

and the BARLEY, the WINE and the OIL -- ar¢

mentioned.Joel 1:10-12

COMMENT: This important prophetig
passage further shows how the chief products
the Promised Land are used as the SYMBOLS
SPIRITUAL realities. These symbols spes:
most dramatically of the CONSOLING an
HEALING influences of YEHOVAH's TRUE
GOSPEL.

The words of the voice that the apost

NOTES:

174

of
of
k

g

e

John heard in the midst of the four livin

creatures lets us know that the rider of the

BLACK horse was NOT to be permitted t
“hurt” the restoring and healing ministry of th
TRUE gospel -- the Good News of the Kingdo
of YEHOVAH God and the rulership of YEHO:
VAH God and the Messiah from Jerusalem!

Answers to Questions in Lesson 38:

1. The 11th. 2. spiritual 3. pray 4. Faith and
obedience. 5. YEHOVAH God did not generally
offer His holy spirit to them as He does to us

today. 6.Yes. 7.works 8.unconditional 9.
possession. 10. Absolutely not! 11.Yes. 12.
obedience 13. baptism. 14. Yes.

Articles to Write for:
Did the Apostle Peter Ever Visit Rome?

Simon Magus and the Origins of the
Catholic Church!

The Race Change in Ancient Italy:
Paving the Way for the Roman Catholic
Church!

Just What Is the “Synagogue of Satan”?

Just Who Or What Is the “Antichrist™?
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Check Your Progress...

Question 1:What are the Biblical symbols for famine?

Question 2:1n the Bible is a symbol of YEHOVAH'’s holy spir

—

Question 3:Which seal or horse has the power to kill “with hunger”?

Question 4:What does the phrase “what is not bread” refer to?

Question 5:1n Egyptian theology and the Old Testament the balance or scales was
associated with what?

Question 6: The phrase to eat “bread by weight” and to “drink water by measure” mear{s
what?

Question 7:According to Hosea the Israelites were to become

Question 8: The woman sitting in the midst of the ephah is a symbol of a

Question 9:What did Simon the sorcerer (Magus) claim to be?

Question 10:What does the phrase “eat what is good” refer to?

Question 11:From Paul’s day to the present the black horse has

Question 12:Visible Christianity took on a completely different form as

Question 13:0rigen urged that be used as a basic primer fr
Christianity.

Question 14:Where did the veneration of the Virgin Mary come from?

Question 15:What was the bread of the rich made from?

Question 16:What does the white horse of Revelation 6:2 represent?

The answers will be found in the next lesson. Approximately 3 weeks after receiving Legsons
1-4, you will receive a mail-in test that covers these four lessons. The test will be returngd to
you after grading. Following the completion of the Hope of Israel Bible Correspondgnce
Course you will receive @ertificate of Completion. If you complete the course with agrad
of 75% or better you will also receive @utstanding Student Award.

A1

E-Mail: kiwihope@gmail.com Visit the Hope of Israel Websites at:
US: http://hope-of-israel.org NZ: hope-of-israel.org.nz  UK: church-of-yehovah.org






