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An Open Letter from the Staff...

Biblical archaeology is the study of the
peoples and events of the Bible through the
intriguing record buried in the earth.

Biblical archaeology is a relatively new
science. Only in 1822 did decipherment of the
Rosetta Stone unlock Egyptian hieroglyphics.
Assyrian cuneiform was decoded more than 20
years later. Systematic excavations were begun in
Assyria in 1843 and in Egypt in 1850.

By the early twentieth century, archae-
ology had been reduced to a careful science, with
expeditions to Bible lands being sponsored by
major universities and museums in Europe and
America. As a result, the museums have been filled
with a wealth of evidence testifying to the genuine-
ness of the Bible record. Bible archaeology has
built up a solid bulwark of proof in support of the
Old Testament, showing that the Word of YEHO-
VAH God is accurate right down to the tiniest
detail.

In the same way, the discovery of ancient
manuscripts -- especially the Dead Sea Scrolls --
has helped to illuminate the pure, original text of
the Old Testament. This, along with the multitude
of artifacts discovered, has brought convincing
confirmation that the things stated in the Old
Testament text are historically, chronologically
and geographically reliable.

Thus, archaeology has confounded the
critics of the Bible. The noted British scholar, the
late Sir Frederic Kenyon, who was director and
principal librarian of the British Museum for many
years, had the following to say concerning the
Bible: “The evidence of archaeology has been to
re-establish its authority, and likewise to augment
its value by rendering it more intelligible through a
fuller knowledge of its background and setting.
Archaeology has not yet said its last word; but the
results already achieved confirm what faith would
suggest, that the Bible can do nothing but gain
from an increase of knowledge.”

This stream of knowledge, long hidden
under the soil of Israel and other Bible lands,
continues to flow strongly.
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IS THERE proof OUTSIDE the Bible
that the events described in Scripture really
happened -- that its great characters actually
lived?

Where is the PROOF that Joseph was in
Egypt? -- that Abraham and his ancestors really
existed? -- that David was actually king of
Israel? -- and, above all, that the Messiah and the
apostles were known by their Jewish and Gentile
contemporaries?

And where is the PROOF that the in-
spired Word of YEHOVAH God has been accu-
rately preserved for us today -- especially since
there are so many different modern translations?

Yes, WHERE IS THE PROOF?
It’s time we studied the proof of HIS-

TORY and ARCHAEOLOGY to further prove
the Bible is FACT, and not fable.

Ministers Deny Divine Origin

It will probably SHOCK YOU to know
what many religious leaders personally think
and publicly say about the Bible! Here is what
Harry Emerson Fosdick, a noted American
minister, wrote in his book,The Modern Use of
the Bible:

“We know now that every idea in the
Bible started from primitive and childlike ori-
gins..." and that it is an “impossible attempt to
harmonize the Bible with itself, to make it speak
with unanimous voice, to resolve its conflicts
and contradictions..." (pages 11, 24).

Why did Dr. Fosdick write this? Was he
convinced that there was no proof of the inspira-
tion of the Bible? OR WAS HE OVER-
LOOKING THE PROOF -- AND NEGLECT-
ING THE TRUTH?

Of the earlier writings in the Bible, he
further says: “But we do not need to apologize
for their crudities....Their lack is a lack of ma-
turity...."

Today it is shocking to realize that the

religious leaders believe the Bible is primitive,
childlike, crude, immature -- a book of fables
and myths instead of the inspired TRUTH of
YEHOVAH GOD!

Bible Scholars Skeptical Too

Dr. James Moffatt, who produced a
famous English rendering of the Bible, says in
his introduction to the Bible that many of its
books are “notes by disciples, worked up into
literary papers which have been repeatedly
edited, sometimes by pious collectors."

To this learned man the earlier portions
of the Bible stemmed from “the natural desire to
gather up the primitive traditions of the people."

Yes, here is one of the foremost biblical
scholars declaring that the Bible has a natural
origin in human TRADITIONS! -- implying that
it is NOT backed by FACT! What made him
believe such an idea? Was he without proof of
the inspiration of Scripture? Surely, if there were
proof for the inspiration of the Bible, these
learned men would not have overlooked it --
would they?...OR DID THEY FACE THE EVI-
DENCE AND REJECT IT?

Now read what Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed,
who also translated the Bible, says about the
Scriptures in his book,How to Read the Bible.
He says you should remember this about the first
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twelve books: “It is man’s first attempt to organ-
ize his knowledge of his past into what we would
call an outline of history." He disregards even
the POSSIBILITY that YEHOVAH God could
have INSPIRED the men who wrote the Bible!

When we read Genesis, Dr. Goodspeed
would remind us that “Genesis is a great ency-
clopedia of HEBREW thought, and its solutions
of the great problems that confront the human
mind. Its great achievement was that it unified it
all as the work of one supreme being...." (p. 39).

Do you catch what this means? The
Bible is the work of MAN only -- MAN’S
attempt to organize historical knowledge, the
Hebrew MAN’S solution to the world’s moral
problems -- MASQUERADING as though it
were from a supreme being!

This is exactly the view of most educated
people! The Bible is, according to this misguid-
ed philosophy, the inspiring record of MAN’S
search for a concept of God -- not the INSPIRED
record of YEHOVAH’S revelation to man of
essential knowledge man needs to know, but
would not otherwise be able to obtain!

Concerning YEHOVAH’s law, Dr.
Goodspeed says that it “perpetuates the old legal
practices taken over from the Canaanites after
the conquest..." and represents “...various stages
of primitive legislation...." In other words, Dr.
Goodspeed believes mortal, carnal human be-
ings formulated the Ten Commandments and all
of YEHOVAH God’s statutes and judgments!

As for the remainder of the Bible, he be-
lieves “The Book of Joshua is the LEGEN-
DARY story of the conquest of Canaan" and that
the Book of Ruth “belongs to Israel’s FICTION,
rather than to its history, and should be among its
TALES and STORIES" (p. 51).

Sincere, but Ignorant?

SHOCKING UTTERANCES SUCH AS
THESE ARE THE PRODUCT OF HUMAN
REASON! To the natural mind the Bible is
merely a book of tales and stories, and fabulous
solutions to the question of human origin and

destiny.
But what PROOF do these men have for

propounding the concept that the Bible was
fraudulently written by Hebrews who only
“claimed” divine authority for their merely hu-
man utterances?

Have these men been able to DISPROVE
the Bible? -- to disprove the existence of its great
characters -- to disprove the occurrence of its
outstanding historic events?

NO! FOR HAD THEY BEEN ABLE TO
DISPROVE THE BIBLE, THEY WOULD
HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR “PROOF”
LONG AGO!

The RELIGIOUS LEADERS of this
world are responsible for souring the average
man-on-the-street against the Bible. What else
can the average person believe when religious
leaders, who are SUPPOSED to know the Bible,
declare the Bible a pious fraud!

The religious leaders are the Bible’s
WORST ENEMIES!

Of course the Bible is read from the
pulpits. It is continually being translated anew,
but ITS TEACHINGS HAVE BEEN REJECT-
ED! ITS solutions to the world’s ills have been
repudiated WITHOUT BEING TESTED!

People are being persuaded to TAKE
FOR GRANTED WHAT THE CHURCHES
SAY ABOUT THE BIBLE. THEY HAVE AS-
SUMED THAT THE BIBLE TEACHES HUN-
DREDS OF CONFLICTING IDEAS, just as Dr.
Fosdick wrote, and that the BIBLE IS the cause
for the hundreds of disputing sects and denomin-
ations. But they have NOT BEEN WILLING
TO EXAMINE THE BIBLE FOR THEM-
SELVES to learn what it actually does say! If
they did, they would be mightily surprised!

The reason people have willingly be-
lieved fables about the Bible is that they sin-
cerely do NOT WANT TO DO WHAT THE
BIBLE SAYS! They WANT to believe fables!
“THEY WILL NOT ENDURE SOUND
TEACHING; BUT, HAVING ITCHING
EARS, WILL HEAP TO THEMSELVES TEA-
CHERS AFTER THEIR OWN LUSTS; AND
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WILL TURN AWAY THEIR EARS FROM
THE TRUTH, AND TURN ASIDE UNTO
FABLES" (II Timothy 4:3 ). Note well that peo-
ple AS A WHOLE will just naturally not EN-
DURE the truth!

People sincerely WANT to serve their
OWN lusts. They want to be in ignorance of
YEHOVAH’s law and way of life! They do not
want the astounding proof that the Bible is true,
that it is inspired -- that it can be proved right!

As Jeremiah the prophet was inspired to
write: “An appalling and horrible thing is come
to pass in the land: the prophets prophesy in the
service of FALSEHOOD, and the priests bear
rule at their beck and call; and My people love to
have it so" (Jeremiah 5:30-31, Moffatt Trans.).

No wonder so many are deceived today.
Most religious leaders just won’t preach the
truth! So let us now understand what the Bible
REALLY IS.

WHAT the Bible Really IS

The Bible is the written revelation of the
Creator God for mankind. IT CONTAINS THE
ABSOLUTELY VITAL KNOWLEDGE THAT
EVERYONE NEEDS DESPERATELY TO
UNDERSTAND -- but which would be inacces-
sible by any NATURAL means.

In the Bible, YEHOVAH God speaks
with authority to us through its writers. THE
BIBLE, THEN, POSSESSES SUPREME
AUTHORITY OVER OUR LIVES SINCE IT
COMES FROM OUR OWN SUPREME
CREATOR. The Bible repeats hundreds of
times: “Thus saith the Lord.” In Scripture, YE-
HOVAH God speaks in the first person -- “I” --
and challenges us to test Him to PROVE
whether He speaks the truth. (Isaiah 44:6-9.)

Without the Bible we can NEVER UN-
DERSTAND THE LESSONS OF THE PAST,
THE MEANING OF THE PRESENT, AND
THE GOAL OF THE FUTURE.

Scripture, when rightly understood,
GIVES A RATIONAL MEANING for man’s
existence and the causes of our world’s ills. It

explains exactly why this world experiences
wars, sicknesses and suffering.

There are hundreds of religious, political
and economic “cures” in the world, but none of
them reaches the cause of earth’s problems.
Only YEHOVAH’S MIND IS great enough to
know the TRUE answers. No book BUT HIS
BIBLE can explain the laws that eternally regu-
late human life and human affairs -- LAWS
which, when violated, bring the penalties of
sickness, war and death.

Only the Bible is able to point the way
out of impending chaos!

Yet men reject its solutions as out of date
in this space age. Its truth they do not want to
know. That’s WHY “THE LORD HATH A
CONTROVERSY WITH THE NATIONS"
(Jeremiah 25:31). EVER SINCE THE BEGIN-
NING OF HUMAN LIFE, YEHOVAH GOD
HAS HAD A CONTROVERSY WITH HU-
MANITY. HUMAN BEINGS BY NATURE
REFUSE TO FOLLOW HIS WAY OF LIFE.
Humans think their ways are better. Man as-
sumes that he knows more than YEHOVAH
God.

Yes, “there is a way which seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
DEATH" (Proverbs 14:12). Humanity avoids
acknowledging YEHOVAH God as Supreme
Ruler. People hide their eyes from plain evi-
dence, and label Scripture falsely as myth and
tradition.

Where Is the Proof?

Everyone today demands proof! People
have a chip on their shoulders, so to speak. They
want someone to prove whether the Bible RE-
ALLY is true. The Messiah said this challenging
attitude would reach its climax in these last days
of human civilization -- just before man with his
scientific ingenuity could blast all human life out
of existence (Luke 18:8)

Of course it is right that we should prove
it! And there is proof -- proof of the most
amazing kind -- proof that would astound the
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public if the theologians were to publicly
confess it! But the world is wilfully ignorant of
it.

Believe it or not, the world ALREADY
KNOWS OF THE PROOF but, having been
deceived, is unwilling to accept it. It has SEEN
the proof, FELT it, DUG it up, READ it and even
PUBLISHED it! But humanity, deceived by
superstition and vain religious traditions, has
REJECTED the proof because it does not want
to believe and SURRENDER ITS WILL to the
Bible.

This lesson of the Hope of Israel Bible
Correspondence Course demonstrates the proof
of YEHOVAH’s existence and the inspiration of
His revelation.

The mass of evidence is overwhelming.
It is so great the Correspondence Course cannot
begin to contain it all. But this mass of evidence
has created a paradox. Just as the world pub-
lishes and sells the Bible, but does not believe it,
so it also discovers, publishes and sells the evi-
dences of biblical inspiration WITHOUT BE-
LIEVING THEM!

The world has not only turned the truth
upside down, but it has also turned the PROOF
upside down -- making right SEEM wrong and
true proof SEEM disproof.

To help you see and understand this
amazing evidence, make sure your Bible is in
front of you. Also have several sheets of paper,
and a pen or pencil so you can WRITE DOWN
THE ANSWERS and your own comments.
There are not many questions asked you in this
lesson because we are giving you the proof of
YEHOVAH God’s inspiration of the Bible di-
rectly from the HISTORICAL RECORDS
themselves.

You need to summarize these NEW
PROOFS for yourself, in your own words. That
is the best way to REMEMBER them!

These proofs confound the atheist. These
proofs demonstrate once and for all time that the
biblical record is inspired of YEHOVAH God
and true!

Are you ready to begin?

LESSON 42

Heretofore, we have presented the evi-
dence of creation and of science. Now we come
to the most important test of biblical inspiration.

The Bible contains a record of HISTOR-
ICAL EVENTS that cover a period of over 4,000
years of human experiences. LITERALLY
THOUSANDS OF STATEMENTS, FOR
WHICH HISTORICAL EVIDENCE RE-
MAINS, PERMIT US TO DETERMINE
WHETHER THE BIBLE IS THE TRUTH -- or
whether it is a record of myths and fables that
were inaccurately gathered centuries after their
occurrence and “made to appear” as the work of
a Supreme Being, as Drs. Moffatt and Good-
speed declare.

Is Bible history true? Let’s REALLY
PROVE whether we can depend on the Bible for
the TRUTH!

1. Does the Bible record that a great
flood occurred in Noah’s day which destroyed
almost all life from the land?Genesis 7:1, 6, 21,
22.

COMMENT: If the nations stem from
those who escaped the flood, as the Bible
teaches, we ought to expect all nations to have
ancient TRADITIONS about the flood. Critics
may dispute the time (because they reject Bible
chronology), but they know the RECORD IS
there for everyone to see. That they cannot deny!
But if Noah and his family -- and others -- es-
caped the flood’s destructive forces, it is not
demanding too much if we seek for confirmation
among all nations that the flood preceded the
founding of present nations.

What is the history of testimony -- testi-
mony which men have dug up, translated, print-
ed and circulated for public consumption?

Here are the facts which anyone can
know:

The AMERICAN INDIANS in both
North and South America preserved legends of
the Flood in which some escaped by means of a
boat and by climbing to higher ground, and
repeopled the earth.
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The NATIVES of GREENLAND main-
tained that almost all men in the land were once
drowned and that a man and woman became the
ancestors of all now living.

The POLYNESIANS from the South
Pacific contend that a flood in the land over-
whelmed all but eight people.

CHINESE traditions speak of their civi-
lization as having been founded by a man, to-
gether with his three sons and daughters, who
escaped a devastating flood.

EGYPTIAN and other AFRICAN tradi-
tions preserve similar accounts.

The GREEKS pictured their “Noah” as
building an Ark to escape the waters, after which
he sent out a dove twice before setting foot on
land again.

The ancient BABYLONIANS and
ASSYRIANS have preserved for us on clay tab-
lets word-for-word accounts of the same tradi-
tions among them -- traditions which are exact in
many details!

Think for a moment -- IF the Flood had
not occurred, would all these peoples have pre-
served these records of the Flood?

Certainly all people would not have been
deceived into believing the Flood had happened
if it had not happened! You may find this un-
animous testimony of ancient nations in the
International Standard Encyclopaedia, article
“Deluge,” and in summary form inHalley’s
Bible Handbook.

Thus, for the Flood of Noah we have the
actual geological evidence AND the testimony
of many ancient peoples who remembered the
catastrophic results. The only reason the testi-
mony is not believed today is that man is un-
willing to believe what YEHOVAH God says!
He would rather believe the evolutionary fairy
tale that everything has continued the same since
the beginning of time.

Knowing these facts, some skeptics as-
sert that the biblical record came from Baby-
lonian tradition rather than fact. The EVI-
DENCE IS JUST THE OPPOSITE! The Baby-
lonian record we have was nearly all found in the

Library of Ashurbanipal (around 650 B.C.), long
AFTER Moses’ record of Noah’s Flood. The
sane explanation is that many peoples preserved
their OWN accounts. Of these accounts only the
biblical record is without contradiction and filled
with rational simplicity.

So the Book of books is right after all.
The SCRIPTURE STANDS VINDICATED. It
is INSPIRED. IT IS TRUE ON EVERY
COUNT!

PROOF the Bible Patriarchs REALLY
LIVED

Did Abraham and his ancestors REAL-
LY live or are their lives fables?

What PROOF have we that Abraham’s
relatives -- Terah and Nahor, Haran, Serug, Reu,
and Peleg -- were actually HISTORICAL FIG-
URES? YOU will find them named inGenesis

11.
Do you know what the “conservative”

teaching in public schools is today? Here is an
exact quotation that will amaze you if you have
understanding:

Archaeology and the Bible
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“The patriarchs of the sagas in GENESIS
are LEGENDARY heroes artificially connected
with Israel." And again: “Through Moses, Jeho-
vah (Hebrew: YEHOVAH) became the god of
Israel...Jehovah was originally the god of a
sacred mountain (Sinai or Horeb)." (FromLan-
ger’s Encyclopedia of World History.)

So let us examine more proof: Is YE-
HOVAH God a mere superstition and the Bible a
legend? -- or is YEHOVAH God the Creator and
the Scriptural record historically true? One or the
other of these ideas is TOTALLY UNTRUE!
Which is it?

1. First look in your BIBLE and see that
for hundreds of years it has revealed that these
people really existed. ReadGenesis 11:25 back
through verse 18.

COMMENT: The PROOF has shocked
thousands! Here are the facts:

During the years 1934 to 1939, excava-
tions were methodically conduct-
ed at ancient Mari on the south-
western bank of the Euphrates
River near ancient Mesopotamia
(present-day Iraq). WHAT DO
YOU SUPPOSE THEY FOUND?

ANCIENT TOWNS AND
CITIES IN MESOPOTAMIA
WERE NAMED AFTER EVERY
ONE OF THE PATRIARCHS!

Recently unearthed re-
cords of 3,000 years ago speak of
the “city of Nahor” (named after
the Old Testament patriarch Na-
hor) mentioned inGenesis 24:10.
It was located near the city of
Haran which still exists to this
very day! Who said those men are legendary?

Beside the definite location of the patri-
archal cities of HARAN and NAHOR in north-
western Mesopotamia, hardly less clear indi-
cations of Hebrew residence in this region ap-
pears in the names of Abraham’s forefathers,
which correspond to the names of towns near
Haran: SERUG (Assyrian SARUGI), TERAH
(TIL TURAKHI, ‘Mound of Terah,’ in Assyrian

times)...REU also corresponds to later names of
towns in the Middle-Euphrates valley. PELEG,
for example, recalled later Paliga on the Eu-
phrates just above the mouth of the Habur."
(FromUnger’s “Archeology and the Old Testa-
ment".)

Let the scoffers laugh at these records.
Let them call the Bible a book of legends. Their
time of RECKONING IS around the corner and
fast approaching! The Bible does not lie.

Proof Joseph Really Was Pharaoh’s
Right-hand Man!

For decades doubters have laughed at the
“romance” of Joseph. What PROOF IS there that
Joseph was raised to be second in command in
Egypt? Certainly if there were seven long years
of terrible famine and Joseph was the only one
who forewarned them of it -- there ought to be a

record somewhere!
1. Doesn’t your Bible clearly say Pha-

raoh placed Joseph over all Egypt?Genesis
41:41.

COMMENT: Is there such a HISTOR-
ICAL record? -- or is the Bible a myth, a product
of Jewish folklore?

THE ANSWER is found in the reign of
Amenemhet III of Egypt’s so-called Twelfth
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Dynasty. Amenemhet took great trouble to study
the level of the Nile and carried out a great many
irrigation works. He greatly enlarged the
capacity of Lake Moeris in the Fayum that had
previously been constructed under the guidance
of the patriarch Joseph. Attached to the lake was
a canal called the BAHR YUSUF by the Egyp-
tians to this day. The meaning of BAHR YUSUF
IS “THE CANAL OF JOSEPH” -- of course it is,
for JOSEPH supervised the construction of it
during the First Intermediate Period! Seven
years of terrible famine were soon to arrive!

But what about the record of a FAMINE
for 7 long years? There are numerous inscrip-
tions of the First Intermediate Period that tell of
the terrible famine of Joseph's time. One in parti-
cular (the stela of the Butler Merer of Edfu) con-
tains an important CLUE for dating the inscrip-

tion and the famine. Notice:
“An offering which the king gives (and)

Anubis, who is upon his mountain and in the
place of embalming, the lord of the necropolis,
in all his good and pure places: an offering for

the revered one, the Sole Companion, Butler and
Overseer of the slaughterers of the House of
Khuu in its entirety, who says: I was the priest
for slaughtering and offering in two temples on
behalf of THE ruler. I OFFERED FOR THIR-
TEEN RULERS without a mishap ever befalling
me....I buried the dead and nourished the living,
wherever I went IN THIS DROUGHT WHICH
HAD OCCURRED. I closed off all their fields
and mounds in town and countryside, not letting
their water inundate for someone else, as does a
worthy citizen so that his family may survive.
When it happened that Upper Egypt barley was
given to the town, I transported it many times. I
gave a heap of white Upper Egyptian barley and
a heap of hmi-barley, and MEASURED OUT
FOR EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS
WISH....” (Ancient Egyptian Literature, p. 87).

Another stela of the First
Intermediate Period, that
of the Treasurer Iti of
Imyotru, deals with the
SAME FAMINE and
relates how he supplied his
town during the famine
and also helped the towns
of Hefat and Iuni, while
not attempting to help the
hungry citizens of Thebes.
The similarities in style

and content make it certain
that this stela is CON-
TEMPORARY with that
of Merer. It reads, in part:
“An offering which the

king gives (and) Anubis,
who is upon his mountain
and in the place of
embalming, the lord of the
necropolis: an offering for
the revered one, the Royal

Seal-bearer, Sole Companion, Seal-bearer of the
God, Iti, who says: I was a worthy citizen who
acted with his arm. I was a great pillar in the
Theban nome, a man of standing in the
Southland. I NOURISHED IMYOTRU IN THE
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Lesson 42 Hope of Israel Ministries BIBLE Correspondence Course 9

Map of the Fayum showing the canal (Bahr Yusif) built by Joseph while
in Egypt.



YEARS OF MISERY. Though four hundred
men were in straits through it, I did not seize a
man's daughter, nor did I seize his field....”
(Ancient Egyptian Literature, pp.. 88-89).

A stela discovered in the necropolis of
Naqada, which lay within the Coptic nome (the
fifth nome of Upper Egypt -- 25 miles N.E. of
Thebes), refers to the SAME PROLONGED
FAMINE once again and is known as the stela of
the Steward Seneni of Coptus: "An offering
which the king gives (and) Anubis, who is upon
his mountain and in the place of embalming, the
lord of the necropolis: an offering for the Eldest
of the House Seneni, who says: I MEASURED
OUT UPPER EGYPTIAN BARLEY AS SUS-
TENANCE FOR THIS WHOLE TOWN IN
THE GATEWAY OF THE COUNT AND
CHIEF PRIEST DJEFI, IN THE PAINFUL
YEARS OF DISTRESS. Having acted in the
proper manner, I was praised for it by the whole
town. Never did I do what everybody hates. The
royal chamberlain Senen(i)" (ibid., pp.. 89-90).

These contemporary stelae from the First
Intermediate Period record the great SEVEN-
YEAR FAMINE in the time of Joseph.

The account ofGenesis 41:29, 30was
discovered during the nineteenth century in
southern Saudi Arabia. This inscription was
found on a marble tablet in a ruined fortress on
the seashore of Hadramaut in present-day De-
mocratic Yemen.

An examination of the writing suggests
that it was written at a time that corresponds with
the biblical narrative about Jacob and his twelve
sons.

This inscription was rendered in Arabic
by Professor Schultens and was later translated
into English by Rev. Charles Forster. This is his
translation of this ancient inscription:

“We dwelt as ease in this castle a long
tract of time;
Nor had we a desire but for the
region-lord of the vineyard.
Hundreds of camels returned to us each
day at evening,
Their eyes pleasant to behold in their

resting-places.
And twice the number of our camels
were our sheep,
In comeliness like white does, and also
the slow moving kine.
We dwelt in this castle seven years of
good life -- how difficult for memory its
description!
Then came years barren and burnt
up:
When one evil year had passed away,
Then came another to succeed it.
And we became as though we had never
seen a glimpse of good.
They died and neither foot nor hoof
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remained.
Thus fares it with him who renders not
thanks to God:
His footsteps fail not to be blotted out
from his dwelling.”
This ancient poem records the devas-

tation of the years of famine and barrenness that
followed the seven years of plenty. This account
from ancient Arabia provides independent evi-
dence confirming the accuracy of the biblical
account in the Middle East that occurred during
the rule of Joseph as prime minister of Egypt.

Another Yememite Inscription about this
famine actually mentions the name of Joseph:

“In thy name O God, the God of Hamyar,
I Tajah, the daughter of Dzu Shefer,sent
my steward to Joseph,
And he delayed to return to me, I sent my
hand maid
With a measure of silver, to bring me
back a measure of flour:
And not being able to procure it, I sent
her with a measure of gold:
And not being able to procure it, I sent
her with a measure of pearls:
And not being able to procure it, I
commanded them to be ground:
And finding no profit in them, I am shut
up here.
Whosoever may hear it, let him
commiserate me;
And should any woman adorn herself
with an ornament
From my ornaments, may she die with no
other than my death.”
(Reported in Niebuhr’s Voyage en

Arabie, PL. LIX, translation by Rev. Charles
Forster).

This ancient inscription reveals that a
Yemenite Arab noble woman’s sincere com-
plaint that she could not purchase Egypt’s grain
with her gold. It also reveals Joseph’s deter-
mination to resist any appeal from a stranger
offering gold in return for Egypt’s precious grain
reserves. This determination reminds us of
Joseph’s similar resolve earlier in his life when

he resisted the attempt of Potiphar’s wife to de-
stroy his virtue. The tragic history of famines
often recorded the bartering of the most precious
of metals and luxuries in trade for the smallest
amount of food available.

Compare them withGenesis 41:29-32
and47:13-27. Here is the plain record. Scoffers
cannot deny it, so they get around the proof of
biblical inspiration by twisting the chronology --
the time of these contemporary rulers!

Genesis also preserves the story of Ja-
cob’s entrance into Goshen in Egypt, and of
Israel growing into a nation of 2 ½ million men,
women and children in a little over two cen-
turies. Where is the RECORD that Jacob and the
Israelites actually lived in Egypt for this time?
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A seal of Jacob, first published in 1930 and now
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cartouche, an oval indicating a royal name in
Egypt. The author concludes that the Berlin
scarab was made in the 18th century B.C. by a
Canaanite craftsman.



Doubters say there is no record -- history says
there is! Hear this:

We quote from Weigall’sHistory of the
Pharaohs, Vol. 2, pp. 129-130: “The base of a
figure...inscribed with the king’s name [that is,
with Amenemhet III’s name] has been found at
Tell el-Yehudiyeh, ‘The Jew’s Mount,’ a place
some 20 miles northeast of Cairo, on the direct
route to the ‘Land of Goshen,’ the Wady Tumilat
.... It seems to have been founded in the reign of
Amenemhet III, and may have been from the
start an Asiatic settlement, where, possibly,
Joseph’s RELATIONS took up their residence."

Of course it was! The Bible says so!
The vivid end of this story -- the episode

of Israel’s escape from Egyptian bondage under
Moses -- has been recounted in Lesson 10 of the
Correspondence Course. It is just one more link
in the thrilling tangible proofs of
history -- proofs that the Bible means
what it says.

King David Leaves His Mark

This is not the end of surprises.
The next one involves King David.

Nearly all the skeptics have
doubted portions of the story of Da-
vid’s rise to fame under the Benjamite
King Saul. What PROOF have we?

1. Does your Bible say that
David gained an international reputa-
tion during the prominence of the tribe
of Benjamin?I Samuel 18:7, 8and
21:11.

COMMENT: Surely if David
were so great a general, his reputation
would have spread far and wide even
to the Euphrates River which finally became the
border of Israel. And if the tribe of Benjamin
were PREDOMINANT among the Israelites in
their struggle against the Philistines, it ought to
be mentioned.

What is the historical evidence?
From the tablets found at Mari, we read

these clear words: “The year in which Iahdulim

went to Hen and laid hands upon the territory of
the Benjamites," and “The year that Zimri-Lim
killed the DAVIDUM of the Benjamites."

Here are Benjamites mentioned and their
generals are called “DAVIDUM” or DAVIDS!
Of course, just as the world’s “great” Roman
CAESARS gave their name to the KAISERS of
Germany and the CZARS of Russia, so David’s
fame spread so far and wide that Gentiles called
the officers and generals of Israel “Davids” --
men like David! And Benjamin’s fame spread so
far that for a time that tribe gave its name to all of
Israel as Ephraim and Judah later did.

How do the critics of the Bible get
around this plain record of history in David’s
day? By saying that the Benjamites were in
Palestine southwest of the Euphrates before
Benjamin was even born -- and 750 years before

David lived there were leading generals who
bore the title of “David.” BUT THEIR MISIN-
TERPRETATION OF HISTORY WILL NOT
STAND, for the RECORDS of those times con-
tain statements that “Yehovah is God.” God RE-
VEALED Himself by the name “YEHOVAH”
or “The Eternal” or “LORD” at the time of the
Exodus (Exodus 6:3). The Gentiles could have
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known of YEHOVAH’s name only through
contact with Israel, and at a time when Israel was
expanding to the Euphrates River toward Mari!
And when was that? -- IN THE DAYS OF
SAUL AND DAVID! (See II Samuel 8:9-10
andI Kings 4:21.)

It has become fashionable for writers to
make uncorroborated statements concerning a
supposed lack of Old Testament evidence in cer-
tain respects. Among these assaults are those
which claim there are no archaeological refer-
ences concerning the Judah Kings of the Royal
House of David (c. 1008-586 B.C.).

Such statements are completely untrue
and, in respect of the House of David, it is worth
citing some archaeological examples contem-
porary with the biblical period in question.

In 1993 a discovery was made at Tel Dan
(at the foot of Mount Hermon) which became the
most significant artifact in the modern State of
Israel. It is now regarded as a national treasure
since it proves, irrespective of the Bible, that the
House of Davidwas an historic reality.

The inscription was created by King
Hazael of Aram-Damascus in about 825 B.C.,
and it relates to his father, Hadad II, being vic-
torious in battle against Jehosaphat (c. 860
B.C.). The most important aspect of the text,
however, is that it specifically relates to Hadad
defeating the “foot soldiers, charioteers and
horsemen of the King of theHouse of David”.

The much prized Tel Dan Inscription
now resides in the Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

Another kingly stele boasting of conflict
with the House of Davidis the Moabite Stone
from about 860 BC. This 42 by 24 inch black
basalt monument (107 x 61 cms) was discovered
in 1868 at Dhiban, 20 miles east of the Dead Sea
(across from En-gedi) and is now housed in The
Louvre Museum, Paris. As reported inTime
Magazine, December 1995, it is the most exten-
sive inscription ever recovered from ancient
Palestine.

The Moabite Stone contains 36 lines of
Phoenician script which relate to the rebellion of
King Mesha of Moab against King Jehoram of

Israel and King Jehosaphat of Judah. This battle
is recounted in the Old Testament inII Kings
3:5-27.

Discovered by the German missionary,
F.A. Klein, the Moabite Stone caused another
battle when the Berlin Museum expressed an
interest in removing it to the West. TheJewish
Encyclopediarelates that, on hearing of this,
local Arabs heaved it out of the earth, lit fires
around it and doused it with cold water so that it
fragmented. Mediation was subsequently con-
ducted by the French Consulate in Jerusalem,
whose conservators restored the artifact, while
offering enough money to purchase theHouse of
David Moabite Stone and placate the inhabitants
of Dhiban.

Recently, the press and media have been
discussing another inscribed tablet that was dis-
covered in the summer of 2000 at Jerusalem’s
so-called Temple Mount. The find was made by
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Islamic Trust renovators of the El-Aqsa mosque
which occupies part of the Haram el Sharif
(Noble Sanctuary) site, and the tablet is know
held by an Israeli collector.

Partially broken, the Arkosic Dead Sea
sandstone tablet measures 31 x 24 x 7 cms, and
carries 15 lines of text written in ancient Hebrew
with elements of Aramaic and old Phoenician. It
describes repairs to Solomon’s Temple as order-
ed by Solomon’s descendant, King Joash of Ju-
dah in the 9th century BC.

Joash (Jehoash) reigned about 839-799
BC and, in accord with this, carbon-14 dating by
Israel’s Geological Institute, under Shimon
Ilani, has authenticated the inscription as being
around 2,800 years old. The Institute’s director,
Amos Bean, reported that they had discovered
flecks of gold burnt into the stone, indicating

that it was probably in the Temple when the
building was destroyed by invading Babylon-
ians in about 586 BC.

In line with the Bible text ofII Kings
12:1-6 and 11-17, the tablet describes how the
King instructed the priests to “take holy money
…to buy quarry stones and timber and copper
and labour to carry out the duty with faith.”

Always, scholars, in their human “wis-
dom,” have reasoned around the clear, plain,
simple evidence of history in order to destroy the
authoritative record of the inspired Word of
YEHOVAH God!

Daniel Vindicated!

Perhaps the most disputed book in the
Bible is Daniel. Critics have placed its writing
400 years after the actual time of Daniel. The
critics plainly declare it a forgery, masquerading
under the name of Daniel (whose very existence
they also question!). You need to know what
falsification the learned men of this world have
attributed to the Bible. Says Driver, a DIS-
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BELIEVER, in his bookModern Research as
Illustrating the Bible:

“There was NO SIEGE of Babylon by
Cyrus...he...entered it without striking a blow...
the account of Herodotus...of the waters of the
Euphrates having been diverted by Cyrus, and
his troops then entering it while the inhabitants
were feasting, is a romance;...Belshazzar also
was never king of Babylon...Nor is there any
room for ‘Darius the Mede,’ as king of Baby-
lon."

This is the intellectual nonsense being
taught our children in school. The Bible tells the
TRUTH about the fall of Babylon. Let’s ex-
amine!

1.DoesDaniel 5:24-30say that the king
of the Chaldeans -- the Babylonians -- would be
slain and his kingdom taken? And wasn’t this
conquered kingdom later passed from Darius,
the Mede, to Cyrus?Daniel 6:28.

COMMENT: Here are the facts, exactly
in order as they occurred, preserved in the
writing of Xenophon.

Xenophon, the Greek historian who
wrote theCyropaediain the fourth century be-
fore the Messiah, says that “when Cyrus reached
Babylon" in 539 B.C. he dug channels for the
dispersal of the water in the river Euphrates
which ran under the gates of Babylon. Then he
and the Medo-Persian army secretly entered the
river bed, climbed stealthily through the gates
along the river and rushed to the palace “when he
heard that there was a festival in Babylon, in
which all the Babylonians drank and reveled the
whole night." Upon reaching the palace where
Belshazzar had seen the handwriting on the wall,
they “burst in, and, pursuing those who fled, and
dealing blows amongst them, came up to the
king, and found him in a standing posture with
his sword drawn...[they] mastered him." SO
BELSHAZZAR THE KING IN BABYLON
WAS KILLED THAT NIGHT EXACTLY AS
DANIEL SAID.

Then, when peace had been restored, Cy-
rus determined to see his father in Persia.
“When,” wrote Xenophon, “they came to Media,

Cyrus turned aside to visit [his uncle] Cyaxares.
When they had embraced each other, Cyrus first
told Cyaxares that there was a private house, and
palaces, set apart for him in Babylon; that when
he came thither" -- when Cyaxares would go to
Babylon -- “he might take up his abode in his
own home.”

Who was this Cyaxares? Josephus wrote
that he was DARIUS the Mede! (Antiquities of
the Jews, x, 11:4.) DARIUS the Mede, the uncle
of Cyrus, “received the kingdom” while Cyrus
returned to Persia to see his own father.

History again proves the Bible true.
Darius the Mede DID receive the kingdom from
Cyrus. It was while Cyrus was with his father in
Persia that his uncle Darius WAS “made [TEM-
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PORARY] King over the realm of the Chal-
deans"! (Daniel 9:1)

PROOF Yeshua the Messiah LIVED!

Most people take the existence of the
Messiah for granted. They have never stopped to
PROVE whether the New Testament gospel
records of the Messiah are REALLY true! Have
you ever PROVED whether Yeshua actually
lived?

As this lesson is being prepared, we are
looking at a book entitledJesus -- God, Man or
Myth? by a professed atheist, Herbert Cutner.
According to its publisher, this book is “the re-
sult of extensive research [and] proves that Jesus
never lived. The non-historical character of the
Bible Jesus is established," claims the publisher,
“by carefully-sifted data that will surprise those
who have given little thought to the subject.

“The cumulative evidence that Jesus is
an INVENTED character," concludes the write-
up, “is presented with telling force and the book
shows also that the Jesus, the man who went
around ‘doing good,’ was no...flesh-and-blood
man....”

Bold statements, these! But what of the
proof? How HONEST have atheists and critics
been with the facts of history?

If the facts of history prove the Messiah
did live -- if his contemporaries and enemies
give evidence of his message and of his miracles
-- then no atheist, no agnostic, no modernist
doubter has any excuse!

What PROOF IS there, OUTSIDE THE
BIBLE, that Yeshua the Messiah lived? that he
performed miracles? that he brought Good News
-- the Gospel -- to the world? that he was con-
demned to death under the Roman governor
Pilate? and chose apostles?

The Bible, of course, states these as facts.
But can we BELIEVE the Bible? What proof
OUTSIDE of the Bible itself is there that the
Messiah was a historical figure? Certainly of all
people the Judahites ought to know! Let’s see.

1. Does the Bible show us that the Mes-

siah existed?Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11,
Luke 3:21-23andJohn 1:29-36.

COMMENT: If the Messiah did not
exist, the Judahites would have had no reason to
reject him! ALTHOUGH THE JUDAHITES
DISLIKED THE MESSIAH, THEY WERE
FORCED BY THE VERY CIRCUMSTANCE
OF HIS POWER TO TAKE RECOGNITION
OF HIM IN THEIR RECORDS. What do the
Jewish RECORDS admit? What do atheists pur-
posely overlook when they pretend to deny the
reality of Yeshua the Messiah?

The Messiah is often mentioned in the
Jewish Talmud! The Talmud is a record of Jew-
ish debates, doctrines, stories and traditions
covering a period from before the birth of the
Messiah to the centuries immediately following.
These references have been known in detail by
many scholars.

Several traditions do not specifically
mention the Messiah’s name, even though he is
CLEARLY in view. For example, in the Pale-
stinian Talmud, the third-century Rabbi Abbahu
says, “If a man says to you ‘I am (a) God,’ he is a
liar; ‘I am (a) Son of Man,’ he will regret it; ‘I go
up to heaven,’ he has said it but he will not be
able to do it” (P. Ta’an. 65b). This tradition re-
flects a knowledge of the Christian claims for the
Messiah, yet the interesting feature of this and
similar rabbinic traditions is that these claims are
NEVER disputed as inventions of his followers
-- they are merely rejected as being in error.

Unlike modern sceptics, the rabbis ap-
parently never denied the existence of the Mes-
siah or that he made such claims for himself; in-
stead they called one who makes such claims a
liar.

Other rabbinic traditions refer to the
Messiah more DIRECTLY. In the fifth-century
Babylonian Talmud a rebellious disciple is com-
pared to one “who publicly burns his food like
Jesus of Nazareth,” using a metaphor that refers
to the distortion of Judahite teaching (b. Sanh.
103a).

A few columns further on, the claim is
made that “Jesus the Nazarene practiced magic
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and led Israel astray” (b. Sanh. 107b).
Both of these traditions reflect the Mes-

siah’s disputes with the prevailing Judahite in-
terpretations of the Law, and the second one
seems to ADMIT that he worked some kind of
miracles or wonders as well -- even if it explains
them differently than do most Christians.

The two items in the rabbinic traditions
that are most widely believed to contain a core of
INDEPENDENT TESTIMONY to genuine, his-
torical information about the Messiah refer to his
death and his disciples. Inb. Sanh. 43a, the Mes-
siah is said to have been hanged on the eve of the
Passover. Since crucifixion was quite often re-
ferred to as “hanging,” this tradition provides
powerful support for John’s account of the Mes-
siah’s death, in which the Judahites seem not to
have begun celebrating the Passover when the
Messiah was crucified.

In the Talmud the Messiah is scornfully
called “that man” or “Son of Pandera,” or “dead
dog,” and “the hanged one,” “the sorcerer,” “Ba-
laam,” and “Seducer.”

The Jewish Encyclopediatabulates the
places where Yeshua is mentioned in the Tal-
mud. This encyclopedia terms as a mere “subter-
fuge” the attempt of atheists to run from these
references which apply to Yeshua the Messiah.

The miracles of the Messiah were not
denied by the Judahites. INSTEAD, THE JU-
DAHITES WHO SAW THE MESSIAH PER-
FORM THOSE MIRACLES SAID HE
LEARNED SORCERY IN EGYPT -- which is
merely another way of stating what we read in
Matthew 12:24: “But when the Pharisees heard
it, they said, This man doth not cast out demons
but by Beelzebub, prince of the demons."

The Talmud records Yeshua’s healing of
the blind, the halt and the leprous. It also men-
tions his walking on the sea! There is also a full
list of references to the Messiah’s mother, Mary.

These events are therefore here
PROVED to be historical FACT -- they are re-
corded by the Messiah’s own enemies!

The Messiah not only lived, but the Ju-
dahites, in the Talmud, are witness to his mira-

cles! Let the ignorant atheist deny that!
The Talmud subtly calls the gospel that

the Messiah preached an “avengil”, meaning a
“blank paper.” They did not want to use the ori-
ginal word “evangel”, meaning good news. They
did not like the good news of the Kingdom of
YEHOVAH God that the Messiah brought.
They did not want the Kingdom of YEHOVAH
God to rule over them -- to tell them what to do!

The most striking and significant pas-
sage regarding the historical existence of the
Messiah occurs in the work of the first-century
Judahite historian Josephus:

“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise
man, if indeed one ought to call him a man. For
he was one who wrought surprising feats and
was a teacher of such people as accept the truth
gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the
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Greeks. He was the Messiah. When Pilate, upon
hearing him accused by men of the highest
standing amongst us, had condemned him to be
crucified, those who had in the first place come
to love him did not give up their affection for
him. On the third day he appeared to them re-
stored to life, for the prophets of God had pro-
phesied these and countless other marvellous
things about him. And the tribe of Christians, so-
called after him, has still to this day not dis-
appeared” (Antiquities of the Jews, 18:63-64).

2. Does Scripture reveal the Messiah’s
apostles?Matthew 10:1-12.

COMMENT: JOSEPHUS, the non-
Christian Judahite HISTORIAN of the first cen-
tury A.D., also admits the historicity of Yeshua’s
disciples, as he does also of John the Baptist. He
calls John the Baptist “the good man” (Antiqui-
ties of the Jews, xviii:5, 2). Scholars recognize
the genuineness of Josephus’ account about the
death of James, “the brother of Jesus who was
called Christ” (Ant., xx:9, 1).

Did the Romans know that Pontius Pilate
gave sentence for the crucifixion of the Messiah?
Says Tacitus around 115 A.D., inAnnals, XV,
44: “Christus [the Latin spelling of ”Christ"],
from whom the name [Christians] had its origin,
suffered the extreme penalty [crucifixion] dur-
ing the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of
our procurators, Pontius Pilate...."

There is the PROOF the Messiah lived!
This was not a Christian writing, but a

pagan Roman historian who hated everything
Christian! Tacitus had access to the government
records. He had the PROOF the Messiah was
crucified!

HERE IS THE PROOF OUTSIDE OF
THE BIBLE -- PROOF THAT THE MESSIAH
PERFORMED MIRACLES — THAT HE DID
PREACH THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM
OF YEHOVAH GOD -- THAT HE DID CALL
DISCIPLES -- THAT HE DID HAVE BROTH-
ERS!

These are actual facts OUTSIDE THE
BIBLE proving the existence of the Messiah,
Mary -- the Messiah’s mother -- the Messiah’s

brothers, and John the Baptist. They have been
recorded by contemporary non-Christian histo-
rians. It stands irrefutably proved that the person
Yeshua the Messiah is NOT a myth and that the
new Testament record is TRUE!

Pontius Pilate Resurfaces!

In the Bible accounts, Pontius Pilate was
the Roman Governor responsible for ordering
the Messiah to be put to death.

1. ReadMatthew 27:1-2, 11-26, 57-66;
Mark 15:1-15, 42-47; Luke 23:1-7, 11-25,
50-56andJohn 18:28 to 19:42.

COMMENT: It wasn’t too long ago
when many scholars were questioning the actual
existence of a Roman Governor with the name
Pontius Pilate -- the procurator who ordered the
Messiah’s death. Until recently, there was no
contemporary evidence outside the Bible for
Pilate’s existence (although Tacitus, Josephus
and Philo all wrote about him). For centuries
Pilate was known only from these scant histo-
rical records and the Gospels. No direct physical
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evidence had been found. Then in 1961, Italian
archaeologists excavating the theater at Caesa-
rea found this stone inscription of Pontius Pilate.
Coins have also been found dating from Pilate’s
rule as governor.

The inscription is in a block of limestone
82 x 68 x 20 cm. Although the left-hand side of
the words are missing, they can be reconstructed
as follows:

....]TIBERIEUM
[PON]TIUS PILATUS
[PRAEF]ECTUSIUD...E

The inscription appears to be about a
temple that Pilate built at Caesarea in honor of
the Roman emperor (called a Tiberieum).

We may never know what happened to
Pilate after his dismissal. There is an old tra-
dition, however, that Pilate committed suicide

on his return to Rome. If true, it may have been
because he had fallen into disfavor, although
there is no reason why he should have. The
Christian author Eusebius, who tells the story,
thinks that the former governor felt remorse for
the execution of the Messiah (History of the
Church, 2.7.1). The Ethiopian church, however,
thinks that Pilate became a Christian and was
martyred. These Christians have canonized the
governor of Judaea, whose saint’s day is June
25. The tradition of Pilate’s martyrdom was
known in the West, where people thought that he
died at Vienne in France, where his tomb was
incorrectly identified.

Is YEHOVAH God Able to Preserve His
Book?

Critics today challenge the accuracy of
copies of the Bible in their original Hebrew and
Greek languages. Can we be sure that the Bible
has not been corrupted? How can we know that it
still is the REVELATION of YEHOVAH God
to man? Has it been so changed and corrupted by
myth since the original writing as to be highly
doubtful, if not altogether altered?

We must understand the answers to these
questions before we can really acknowledge the
Bible as the foundation of truth.

Here are the facts:
For years the critics claimed the Hebrew

Bible was of no authority. “A late and altered
form of earlier Hebrew writings,” they claimed!

Then came the year 1947.
In the summer of ‘47 a sheer coincidence

led to the discovery of the oldest manuscripts of
the Bible so far known. Among a collection of
literary works found in a cave in Wadi Qumran
on the north side of the Dead Sea, a 23-foot lea-
ther scroll was found to contain the complete
text of the book of Isaiah in Hebrew! Expert ex-
amination of the document revealed beyond
doubt that this Isaiah text dated from about 100
B.C.

This COPY of Isaiah, now about 2000
years old, is unique proof of the reliability of the
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Holy Scriptures that have been handed down to
us. The text in all fundamentals AGREES with
what we have in our PRESENT-DAY BIBLES!
The only differences are minor spelling changes
and misplaced words, changes that represent the
carelessness of unofficial scribes who copied
that text of the book of Isaiah.

In other words, the present Masoretic
Hebrew text, which is a continuation of the
official Old Testament Hebrew, is far superior in
preservation to the unofficial copy of Isaiah
made 2000 years ago. Furthermore, we have the
wonderful knowledge that the ancient scroll of
Isaiah, just like the printed copies of Isaiah in
any modern-day Bible, whether Hebrew, Greek,
English or German, has the SAME 66 CHAP-
TERS of our present-day text.

Until this find, the oldest and fullest
Manuscript in Hebrew was the Codex Petro-
politanus, dating from about 916 A.D. This
proves how accurate the Judahites have been in
copying, generation after generation, the books
of the Old Testament. HOW CAN ANYONE
DENY THAT YEHOVAH GOD IS GIVING
DIVINE PROTECTION TO THE BOOK
THAT CONTAINS HIS COMMANDS AND
REVELATIONS TO MAN!

Between 1949 and 1951 additional man-
uscripts were located in other caves near the
Dead Sea. In these scrolls were 19 books of the
Old Testament -- all telling the same story as the
Isaiah Manuscript!

Who Has Preserved the Bible?

Through whom has YEHOVAH God
preserved His authoritative written Word accu-
rately?

The Messiah said: “Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law till all be fulfilled" (Matthew 5:
18). Has this happened? Was the Messiah right?
Or has the Law -- the Old Testament -- been
hopelessly lost and corrupted?

Luke quotes Yeshua as saying: “And it is
easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle

of the law to fail" (Luke 16:17). Modern critics
assume the Messiah was wrong. They think the
Old Testament has not been accurately pre-
served. But they are wrong!

1. Has the Bible been hopelessly corrup-
ted? Can we ever be sure what the words of the
Messiah really were?Matthew 24:35, Mark
13:31andLuke 21:33.

COMMENT: What words those! --
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but MY
WORDS SHALL NOT PASS AWAY"!

The Messiah’s words -- the very words
recorded by the apostles in the New Testament --
shall NOT pass away!

Of course the MODERN CRITICS
prefer to quote the Messiah as saying: “Heaven
and earth CANNOT pass away, but my words
SHALL PASS AWAY!" But these critics are
wrong! Yeshua is right. His words have not pas-
sed away. The critics have merely been unwil-
ling to look for his words where he said they
could be found! They have, instead, looked else-
where so that they WOULD not find the Mes-
siah’s words.

Notice where we ought to look for the
authoritative text of the Old Testament. Read it
from the Revised Standard Version which the
modern critics have themselves translated:
“Then what advantage has the Jew?"
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Yes, what special duty did
YEHOVAH God give to the Jew (Juda-
hite)? Notice:

“Much in every way. To begin
with, THE JUDAHITES ARE EN-
TRUSTED WITH THE ORACLES OF
YEHOVAH GOD. What if some were
unfaithful? Does their faithlessness
nullify the faithfulness of YEHOVAH
God? By no means! Let YEHOVAH be
true though every man be false, as it is
written, ‘That You may be justified in
Your WORDS...’" (Romans 3: 1-4).

2. To whom were the ORA-
CLES of YEHOVAH God, the written
record of YEHOVAH’s revelation de-
livered through Moses and the prophets
-- the Old Testament -- committed?Ro-
mans 3:1.

COMMENT: The JEWS have
pre- served the Old Testament. But what if the
Jews did not believe and did not practice the
things written in the law, the prophets and the
psalms? What if the Jews became divided into
Orthodox and other sects? Does their rejection of
the truth nullify the faithfulness of the written
Word of YEHOVAH God which they are re-
quired to preserve from generation to genera-
tion?

“God forbid,” declared the King James
Version. “By no means," reiterates the Revised
Standard Version.

So the Jews -- by the very admission of
these critics -- HAVE preserved the Old Testa-
ment faithfully!

Jabin, King of Hazor

After the Israelites completed the con-
quest of southern Canaan, they headed north to
bring that region of the country under their do-
minion.

1.What was the most powerful city in the
North?Joshua 11:10.

2.Who was king of this city?Joshua 11:
1.

COMMENT: Jabin united the other city
states of the area to form a united front against
the approaching Israelite army.

3. Did these city states come out against
the approaching Israelites?Joshua 11:4-5.

4. Did Joshua, with YEHOVAH’s help,
defeat the northern coalition?Joshua 11:7-9.

COMMENT: Following their victory,
the Israelites advanced against the control center
of the North -- Hazor.

5. What happened next?Joshua 11:10-
11.

COMMENT: They killed the inhabi-
tants, including King Jabin, and set the city a-
blaze. According to Biblical chronology, this
took place in about 1400 B.C.

Some 170 years later, the Israelites were
involved in another struggle against Hazor. Dur-
ing the period of Judges, the prophetess Deborah
and her lieutenant Barak led six of the tribes to
victory over this important city (Judges 4-5)

6. What was the name of the king of
Hazor in the days of Deborah and Barak?Jud-
ges 4:24.

COMMENT: None other than Jabin
was king at this time! Of course it was NOT the
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Orthodox Jewish scribe copying the Torah on parchment.
YEHOVAH God required the Jews to accurately copy the
Old Testament for our day.



same Jabin defeated by Joshua. Besides the fact
that 170 years separated the two events, we are
told specifically that the Jabin of Joshua was
killed by the Israelites.

7. Was the Jabin of Deborah and Barak
also put to the sword?Judges 4:24.

COMMENT: Why two kings with the
name Jabin? Did the Bible writers get the two
events mixed up and somehow use the name of
the king from one story in the other? Could it be
that we have here two different versions of the
SAME event, as some Bible scholars maintain?
NO, on both accounts! Even though Bible critics
have had a field day with the two Jabins over the
years, archaeology has shown us that the Bible
HAS IT RIGHT. There were, in fact, several
other Jabins at Hazor, since it was a DYNASTIC
NAME.

It was common practice in the ancient
Near East for kings to carry on the name of their
forebears. There are many known examples of
this. For example, in 12th Dynasty Egypt there
were FOUR kings with the name Amenem-het.
In the 18th Dynasty, there were FOUR Thut-
moses and FOUR Amenhoteps. The record, no
doubt, is the use of the name Ramesses. It was
used by royalty ELEVEN times in the 19th and
20th Dynasties!

In Assyria, we have FOUR kings named
Shal-maneser, etc. This multiple use of royal
names by nations of the ancient near east has
NEVER bothered scholars -- they merely give
them numbers: I, II, III, etc. (The ancients, them-
selves, however, did not use such numbers.)
When the Bible lists two kings with the SAME
name, such as Abimelech (Genesis 20-21; 26),
or Jabin, SUDDENLY we have a major textual
problem on our hands! In reality, the Bible is
ACCURATELY reflecting what was politically
correct in those days.

Although we do not have any references
outside the Bible to the two Biblical Jabins, we
DO have several references to other kings of
Hazor that bore that name. The first such refer-
ence comes from Mari. There, tablets dating to
the 18th century B.C. Record shipments of tin

from Mari to “Ibni-Addad, king of Hazor”
(Horowitz and Shaffer 1992: 166). The form of
the name in the texts is Accadian; the West Sem-
itic form would be “Yabni-Haddad.” Biblical Ja-
bin (Yabin) is simply a shortened form of this
same name.

A clay tablet found at Hazor in 1992 also
mentions a king named Jabin (Horowitz and
Shaffer 1992; cf.Bible and SpadeAutumn
1992, p. 122). Dating to the 18-17th centuries
B.C., it is addressed to “Ibni [...].” Again, the
name “Ibni” corresponds to Jabin/Yabin in the
Bible. It is possible that this is the same Ibni
referred to in the Mari tablets. This cannot be
confirmed or denied, however, since the Hazor
tablet is not precisely dated and, in addition, the
last part of the name is missing. The letter was
written by an appointee of the king and concerns
a disagreement over the transfer of a young wo-
man -- possibly a slave. Exhibiting a high-
quality style of writing, the tablet unquestion-
ably was a royal document executed by a skilled
scribe.

The Amarna Letters from the mid-14th
century B.C. twice refer to an unnamed “king”
of Hazor (EA 148, EA 227). This is UNUSUAL
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Fragment of a royal letter found at Hazor in 1992.
It is addressed to Jabin and dates to the
18th-17th centuries B.C.



since the other rulers of the city states of Canaan
are referred to as “mayor.” This, plus the size of
the site, confirms the importance of the city in
the Late Bronze Age and VERIFIES the Biblical
reference to Hazor as “head of all these king-
doms” (Joshua 11:10). Another of the Amarna
Letters does give the name of the king of Hazor
at this time: Abdi-Tirshi (EA 228). So not all the
kings of Hazor were named Jabin!

Finally, there is an Egyptian text from
the time of Ramesses II which mentions “Qishon
of Jabin” (Krahmalkov 1994: 61-62). Qishon is
located in the Jezreel Valley, near where Debo-
rah and Barak fought the forces of Jabin later in
the 13th century. Evidently in Ramesses’ time
Qishon was under the control of the ling of Ha-
zor, who again was named Jabin (Govier 1994:
2). So now, besides the two Jabins named in the
Bible, we have at least two additional Jabins. Do
scholars have a problem with these extra-
Biblical Jabins? Of course not! They are AC-
CEPTED as authentic names of historic kings of
the great city state of Hazor. The SAME recogni-
tion should be accorded the Jabins in the Old
Testament.

Balaam Son of Beor

In an unprecedented discovery,
an ancient text found at Deir Alla,
Jordan, in 1967 tells about the activ-
ities of a prophet named Balaam.
Could this be the Balaam of the Old
Testament? The text makes it clear that
it is. Three times in the first four lines
he is referred to as “Balaam son of
Beor,” EXACTLY as in the Bible. This
represents the FIRST Old Testament
prophet to be dug up in Bible lands --
not his tomb or his skeleton, but a text
about him. The text also represents the
FIRST prophecy of any scope from the
ancient West Semitic world to be found
outside the Old Testament, and the
FIRST extra-Biblical example of a pro-
phet proclaiming doom to his own peo-

ple.
Balaam was not an Israelite. He was

hired by Balak, king of Moab, to curse the
Israelites. They were camped on the east side of
the Jordan River, about to make their historic
entry into the Promised Land. Through YEHO-
VAH’s intervention Balaam was obliged to bless
the Israelites rather than curse them (Numbers
22-24). Afterwards, Balaam seems to have been
the cause of the Israelites’ sin inNumbers 25
when they took Moabite and Midianite women
and worshiped the Moabite god Baal-Peor
(Numbers 31:16). Balaam was eventually killed
when Moses sent the Israelites against the
Midianites (Numbers 31). He is further con-
demned in Scripture in2 Peter 2:15(he loved
the wages of unrighteousness),Jude 11(ungod-
ly men ran greedily after the error of Balaam for
reward) andRevelation 2:14(he taught Balak to
cast a stumbling block before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to
commit fornication).

The remarkable text found at Deir Alla
consists of 119 fragments of plaster inscribed
with black and red ink. It was among the rubble
of a building destroyed in an earthquake. It
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A portion of the Deir Alla text concerning Balaam son of
Beor.



seems to have been one long column with at least
50 lines, displayed on a plastered wall. Accord-
ing to the excavators’ dating, the disaster was
most likely the severe earthquake which occurr-
ed in the time of King Uzziah (Azariah) and the
prophet Amos in about 760 B.C. (Amos 1:1;
Zechariah 14:5). The lower part of the text
shows signs of wear, indicating that it had been
on the wall for some time prior to the earthquake.

Written in Aramaic, the text begins with
the title “Warnings from the Book of Balaam the
son of Beor. He was a seer of the gods." It is in
red ink, as are other portions of the text where
emphasis is desired. The reference to the “Book
of Balaam” indicates that the text was part of a
pre-existing document and therefore the original
date of the material is much earlier than the
plaster text itself. Balaam goes on to relate a
vision concerning impending judgment from the
gods, and enters into a dispute with his listeners.

There are a number of similarities be-
tween the text and the account of Balaam in the
book of Numbers. To begin with, the events de-
scribed in Numbers 22-24 took place in the
same general area where the text was found. At
the time of theNumbers 22-24 incident, the
Israelites were camped on the Plains of Moab,
across the Jordan river from Jericho. Deir Alla is
located about 25 miles north of this area, where
the Jabbok river flows into the Jordan valley.
Balaam was from Pethor, near “the river" (Num-
bers 22:5), in “Aram” (Numbers 23:7; Deuter-
onomy 23:4). The reference to Aram has led
most scholars to conclude that Balaam was from
northern Syria, in the vicinity of the Euphrates
river. That does not fit well with the Biblical
account, however, since Balaam’s home seems
to have been close to where the Israelites were
camped (Numbers 22:1-22; 31::7-8).

In view of Balaam being revered at Deir
Alla, one would expect that Deir Alla was his
home. This is exactly what William Shea has
proposed, based on his reading of the name
Pethor in an inscribed clay tablet found at Deir
Alla (1989:108-11). In this case, the river of
Numbers 22:5 would be the Jabbok river and

thenaharaim(two rivers) ofDeuteronomy 23:4
would be the Jabbok and Jordan rivers. With
regard to the references to Aram, Shea suggests
that the original place name was Adam, with the
“d" being miscopied as “r,” since the two letters
are nearly identical in ancient Hebrew. Adam
was a town about 8 miles southwest of Deir Alla,
on the east bank of the Jordan river, where the
Jabbok meets the Jordan.

Balaam evidently was well known as a
“cursing prophet,” for Balak specifically sum-
moned Balaam for the purpose of cursing Israel
(Numbers 22:6). Much of the Deir Alla text was
given to curses uttered by the prophet. The term
“shadday-gods” is used on two occasions in the
text. Shaddayis one of the names for YEHO-
VAH God in the Old Testament, used mainly in
the book of Job. Since the account of Job is set in
Transjordan (Job 1:1-3), it seems thatshadday
was a name used for deity in this region. Balaam
used the name twice in his blessing speeches
where it is translated “Almighty” (Numbers
24:4, 16).

The Deir Alla text presents a problem to
those who dismiss the Biblical account of the
Exodus, Wilderness Wanderings and Conquest
as legendary, as is the trend in scholarship today.
It is clear that Balaam was a real person who
operated on the east side of the Jordan river. He
was known as a cursing prophet and continued to
be revered hundreds of years after his death. His
persona as revealed in the Deir Alla text PRE-
CISELY matches that of the Balaam ofNum-
bers 22-24. If Balaam was a real person, what
about Balak, Moses, Joshua and all of the other
persons named in the Biblical narrative? They
must have been real as well, and the events
described authentic.

Bulla of Ishmael, Assassin of Gedaliah

A bulla, or clay seal impression, recently
purchased in Jerusalem, and now in a private
collection in Jerusalem, has the inscription,
“Belonging to Ishmael, the King’s Son.” The
evidence points to this being the Ishmael of the
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Old Testament who assassinated Gedaliah, the
governor set up by the Babylonians following
the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. The
bulla was baked hard, indicating that it had been
in a fire, possibly the fire set by the Babylonians

when they captured Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:8-9;
Jeremiah 39:8). Based on the shape of the let-
ters, the script can be dated to the late Judean
monarchy, end of the 7th or beginning of the 6th
century B.C.

The title “The King’s Son” was assoc-
iated with state officials and nobility of Jeru-
salem in the 7th century B.C. (Zephaniah 1:8). It
was given to members of the royal family, not
necessarily princes, who fulfilled certain official
functions. Five individuals in the Old Testament
are designated as having the title:

Joash (1 Kings 22:26 [=2 Chronicles
18:25])
Jotham (2 Kings 15:5 [=2 Chronicles
26:21])
Maaseiah (2 Chronicles 28:7)
Jerahmiel (Jeremiah 36:26)
Malchiah (Jeremiah 38:6)

It has also been found on 16 seals and bullae, and
on one jar handle.

Although the Bible does not state speci-
fically that Ishmael had the title “King’s Son,"
he was of royal descent (2 Kings 25:25; Jere-
miah 41:1) and was an official of the king (Jere-
miah 41:1). From this information and the date
of the bulla, it is highly probable that the Ishmael
of the bulla was the Ishmael of the Bible.

Ishmael was a member of the “anti-
Babylonian" party and thus was at the center of
an attempt to overthrow Babylonian authority
following the fall of Jerusalem. He conspired
with Baalis, king of Ammon, to assassinate
Gedaliah, whom the Babylonians had appointed
as governor in Mizpah north of Jerusalem. With
the help of ten accomplices, the deed was carried
out at the dinner table. Captives were taken, in-
cluding the “king’s daughters,” evidently female
members of the royal court, and Ishmael headed
for Ammon.

Loyalists quickly caught up with him,
however, at Gibeon about 3 miles from Mizpah.
The captives were safely recovered, but Ishmael
managed to elude his pursuers and escape to
Ammon. The full story is recorded inJeremiah
40:7-41:15.

In addition to the bulla of Ishmael, there
are a number of other archaeological finds that
are related to the individuals mentioned in this
account. A bulla of Gedaliah himself was found
at Lachish, with the inscription, “Belonging to
Gedaliah, the One Who is Over the [Royal]
House." In other words, the Royal Steward.
This, of course, was from his earlier days when
he was a high official in the Judean bureaucracy.
And then we have the seal impression of an
official of Baalis, the Ammonite king who was
the instigator of the assassination, found at Tell
el-cUmeiri in Jordan. It reads, “Belonging to
Milkom’ur, Servant of Bacalyisca," with
Bacalyisca being a longer form of the name
Baalis in the Bible (Jeremiah 40:14; seeAr-
chaeology and Biblical Research½ [Spring
1988]:21-23).

At the site of Mizpah itself, modern Tell
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Bulla of Ishmael, the King’s Son, purchased in
Jerusalem. The Ishmael of this inscription is
most likely the Ishmael who assassinated Geda-
liah, governor of Judah after the fall of Jerusalem
in 587 B.C. (Jeremiah 40:7-41:15).



en-Nasbeh, a seal of Jaazaniah, one of the offic-
ials who first went to Mizpah with Ishmael (Je-
remiah 40:8), was found. It is beautifully made
of onyx stone with the inscription, “Belonging to

Jaazaniah, Servant of the King” on two lines
with an image of a fighting cock below.

Finally, we have a bulla, purchased in
Jaffa, with the inscription, “Belonging to Eli-
shama, the King’s Son.” Quite possibly this was
a seal impression of Elishama, grandfather of
Ishmael (Jeremiah 41:1). Such finds as the
bulla of Ishmael, and other seals and seal
impressions, not only VERIFY the authenticity
of Biblical personages, but also put us in touch
with the people and events recorded in the pages
of the Old Testament, as YEHOVAH God
worked out His divine plan for mankind.

You can depend on the Old Testament.
IT IS THE INSPIRED WORD OF YEHOVAH
GOD IN PRINT! It carries absolute authority
and can be relied on for accuracy.
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Seal impression of Milkom’ur, Servant of
Bacalyis ca, discovered at Tell el- cUmeiri, Jordan,
in 1984. The Ba calyis ca of the seal impression is
the Ammonite king who conspired to have
Gedaliah assassinated (Baalis of Jeremiah 40:
14).

Onyx seal found at Tell en-Nasbeh, ancient
Mizpah, with the inscription, “Belonging to Jaa-
zaniah, Servant of the King.” The owner of the
seal was probably the Jaazaniah who accompan-
ied Ishmael to Mizpah to visit Gedaliah in 587
B.C. (Jeremiah 40:7-8).

Articles to Write for:

Joseph and the Engineering Works of
Egypt

The Downfall of Egypt and the
Amalekites of the Bible

Recently Discovered -- The Berlin Wall
of Ancient Egypt!

Who Was the Pharaoh of the Exodus?

The Temple of Serabit el-Khadem!

___________________________________

Answers to Questions in Lesson 41:

1. sacrilege 2. No 3. Leviticus and
Deuteronomy 4. herbivores. 5. 6 to 12
6. 200, 18 7. Absolutely not! 8.
Because life is in the blood and blood is
offered as the atonement. 9. Yes 10.
Venereal disease 11. mental illness.
12. No 13. Yes 14. Clean
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US: http://hope-of-israel.org NZ: hope-of-israel.org.nz UK: church-of-yehovah.org

Check Your Progress...

Question 1:The Bible is the_________________________________of the Creator God
for mankind.

Question 2:The Babylonian record of the____________was found in the library of
Ashurbanipal long after the time of Moses.

Question 3:Is it true that ancient towns and cities in Mesopotamia were named after the
Old Testament patriarchs?________

Question 4:What was the name of the canal attached to Lake Moeris in the Fayum?
________________________________________________________________

Question 5:From which Arabic country comes proof that the 7 years of famine during
Joseph’s time actually occurred?_______________________________________

Question 6:What has been uncovered by the archaeologists to show that Jacob resided in
Egypt as the Bible records?___________________________________________

Question 7:From the__________________we find evidence of Benjamite generals called
“Davidum” or “Davids.”

Question 8:The much-prized_____________________________created by King Hazael
mentions the “horsemen of the King of the House of David.”

Question 9:What historian recorded the facts about Cyrus’ conquest of Babylon?_______

Question 10:What was Darius the Mede’s other name according to Josephus?__________

Question 11:Yeshua the Messiah is often mentioned in the Jewish___________________

Question 12:A clay seal impression of the assassin of Gedaliah was purchased in
Jerusalem. Who was the assassin?_____________________________________

Question 13:A stone inscription mentioning the Roman Governor___________________
was discovered in Caesarea in 1961.

Question 14:What are the oldest manuscripts of the Old Testament found in Wadi
Qumran in 1947?__________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

The answers will be found in the next lesson. Approximately 3 weeks after receiving Lessons
41-44, you will receive a mail-in test that covers these four lessons. The test will be returned
to you after grading. Following the completion of the Hope of Israel Bible Correspondence
Course you will receive aCertificate of Completion. If you complete the course with a grade
of 75% or better you will also receive anOutstanding Student Award.


